The Seeing Eye Guide

A Magazine for Friends of The Seeing Eye

Fall 2009

Volume 75, Number 2

Cover Photo: A yellow Lab lies on the grass, under a table.  It is wearing a harness and looks directly at the reader, seeming to smile for the camera.  A white tablecloth drapes over the Lab's back and we see the hand of a woman lifting up the edge of the tablecloth to reveal the dog.
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Inside:
A Seeing Eye Perspective

Dear Friends:

This issue of the Guide magazine is filled with stories about our most recent events celebrating The Seeing Eye’s 80th Anniversary . . . the Graduate Reunion, Seeing Eye Friends events, Family Day, an online auction, and the debut of two songs about our mission.

But one event that you will not read about in the following pages was an annual picnic we hold just for our staff each summer.  This year the picnic took place in August, mere days before Family Day and only a week before the Graduate Reunion.  It offered a moment to stop and enjoy each others’ company before the final rush to prepare for the month’s other events.

This year’s picnic planning committee members decided to add something different and ordered a huge banner that they hung on the split rail fence next to the tent, a spot where it would be impossible to miss.  It read, “Celebrating 80 Years: Many hands, many paws, many thanks.”

It was the perfect expression of what has made this anniversary year so unique, but also of the spirit our staff conveys regardless of the date on the calendar.  An event like Family Day, when 1,300 guests come to our day-long celebration, takes the effort of every single employee, even those who take on the work of co-workers who leave their normal posts to help set up or run the event. 

We liked the banner’s message so much that we left it up for Family Day.  Certainly, the many hands of the puppy raisers make it possible for us to provide the very best dog guides to people who hope to change their lives.  And it remained hanging when graduates arrived for the Reunion, acknowledging the hands of our graduates, who grasp the harnesses and move forward through days filled with caring for children, going to work and school, playing sports, volunteering, and on and on.

But we cannot forget the “many paws,” especially those that pick their way through traffic and obstacles or that stride confidently down an uncharted path.  About 800 of those paws guided our graduates to Morristown, N.J., for the incredible celebration that took place August 20-23 when we hosted the Anniversary Reunion.  As the Friday evening banquet began and the 200 graduates and dogs plus about 150 guests settled at their tables, retired Seeing Eye President Ken Rosenthal turned to me and said, “Look around the room.  Think about what brings these 200 people together.”

What brought us together, all of us who are graduates, was our unique bond . . . having come to The Seeing Eye to get a dog.  But that’s only one way – a figurative way – of analyzing and interpreting Mr. Rosenthal’s observation.  At the same time, quite literally, what brought us together that evening were our Seeing Eye dogs. They led us there, from all corners of the U.S. and Canada, from our homes, through the airports, to the train stations, ultimately arriving at that same place at that moment in time.  It is the Seeing Eye that brought us together, with its many hands and many paws.  Many thanks go to all of those hands – our staff, our donors, our volunteers, our puppy raisers, and our graduates.  Without all of you, the journey to that banquet and many other life journeys wouldn’t be possible.

Sincerely,

James A. Kutsch, Jr.

***

Letters to The Seeing Eye

Dear Seeing Eye:

Words cannot express my thanks for the wonderful [Reunion] weekend we had in celebration of the 80th anniversary of The Seeing Eye!  As a first-time guide dog handler and one who is still astounded by the work of The Seeing Eye dogs, I was impressed with the behavior of the dogs and overwhelmed by the gracious consideration and dedication of the staff and volunteers.  I have never experienced anything like it, and will never forget those three wonderful days.

An added joy was being able to share the experience with my husband and letting him have a peek at the incredible work of Seeing Eye dogs and the unequaled school behind them.

Sincerely,

Elaine Young and German shepherd Trey

Seeing Eye Graduates

Dear Seeing Eye:

Yesterday I lost my very special friend, Irene, to cancer.  Irene was my first Seeing Eye puppy, that I started raising when I was in 8th grade in 1999.  She was a tireless puppy and tested all of our might when it came to puppy “things” like chewing the house apart and finding things on the floor to eat.  However, she was the dog that opened my life to new opportunities and challenges.

With Irene I made many speeches, participated in county fairs, and taught others about The Seeing Eye.  Looking back, through many tears, I realized that raising her was much more than just helping The Seeing Eye.  She helped me to become more open, confident, and selfless.  Her image is forever with me.  Ten years just doesn’t seem enough when something is so good.

Thank you for providing me with a dog that changed my life and helped me to realize more of my true potential.  Although I wish she had made the program because I think she would have served a blind individual greatly, I think there were greater plans that were offered to me through that dog.

I just wanted to share my feelings and support for The Seeing Eye as I look back on the wonderful days my dog and I shared.  The gift you give to others is priceless.

Sincerely,

Jacalyn Serviss

Seeing Eye Puppy Raiser

Dear Seeing Eye:

On May 29, I had eye surgery on my one good eye, which left me temporarily vision impaired; a very scary experience, indeed. Thankfully, my vision is slowly returning, so I’m hoping to return to my normal life.

This morning on a visit to my doctor, my wife and I had the pleasure of meeting [a Seeing Eye graduate] and her guide dog Acorn.  Acorn, being the beautiful chocolate Lab that he is, attracted a lot of attention in the doctor’s office, however, he remained calm and well-behaved through it all.  He’s a great dog!

I must tell you that [your graduate] is a tremendous ambassador for The Seeing Eye.  She gave an account to a group of patients waiting to be seen of her experiences with The Seeing Eye and how much her dog has helped her in life.  I’m impressed and herewith enclose a donation to honor her and Acorn.

I guess we never realize how much our sight means until we lose it.  I’m not 100 percent yet, but I’m hoping to get back to normal.  Thank you for all you do for the vision impaired.

Sincerely,

Walter McLaughlin

Coventry, R.I.

(Editor’s Note: The following letter was written by a recipient of a puppy raiser scholarship.  You can read more about the scholarship program on page 7.)

Dear Seeing Eye:

It is hard for me to express what this scholarship really means to me.  It allows me to become one step closer to reaching my educational goals.  But The Seeing Eye was never about money.  This organization has shaped me as a person.  I am who I am because of the 4H/Seeing Eye [project] and the donors who support young individuals like me.  This gift will be used with the greatest of care.  I will continue to serve with the same spirit and eagerness that the puppies I raised were so full of, and I will always remember what The Seeing Eye has taught me about service.

Thank you,

Kyle Ryan

Seeing Eye Puppy Raiser

***

(Photo across top of next page is of a large tent, in front of which is a split rail fence that holds a banner reading, “Celebrating 80 Years: Many Hands, Many Paws, Many Thanks.”)
… Together there is nothing we can't do.

We're on the move.
(Sara Beck)

These inspiring words defined the tone of an August weekend in Morristown, N.J., when almost 200 dog guide teams plus their friends and families converged to celebrate a common daily experience … traveling through life with Seeing Eye® dogs at their sides.

For those three days, beginning August 20, Seeing Eye graduates and their guests celebrated the 80th anniversary of their alma mater, traveling from as far away as New Zealand.
Soon after Morris Frank returned to the United States after training in Switzerland with the first Seeing Eye dog, Buddy, he sent Dorothy Eustis a telegram containing one word, “SUCCESS!” The day after his return home to New York City following the Seeing Eye graduate reunion, Lloyd Burlingame communicated, not via telegram but in an email, to proclaim in one word, “Triumph!”  Triumph, he said, was the word that was on his lips as he fell asleep the night of his return, and the word that was in his heart as he awoke.

“Triumphs do not happen by accident,” he said, but only through the labors of people like Morris Frank and Dorothy Eustis.  “I can only hope that they were there last night,” added Burlingame, “to see how their combination of imagination, resourcefulness, grit and courage have brought us all to this point in time, eight decades after they made a dream reality.”
Chaired by Seeing Eye graduate and volunteer Ginger Kutsch, a committee of grads and staff members planned an unforgettable three days that offered an opportunity for people to reunite with old classmates, show family and friends the place where they first met their dogs, and to retrace their steps on the training routes they traveled while in class.

The highlight of the three days was the Friday evening performance of two original songs by singer-songwriter Sara Beck – “On the Move” and “You Give That to Me,” written specifically for The Seeing Eye’s anniversary celebration.  (See related sidebar.)  The performance offered one of many moments that will long remain in the memories, not only of graduates, but of the staff members who participated in the event.

“There were, as is always the case when I’m in Morristown, hoots of laughter, tears (which surprised me) and so many people with whom to share it all,” said the Rev. Jo Taliaferro of Minnesota.  “I count myself as one of the happiest of the bunch with my seventh dog, Cookie, and add my deep appreciation for a very memorable celebration.”

On Friday, the first full day of the event, attendees spent several hours on The Seeing Eye’s main campus for tours, hybrid car demonstrations, canine nutrition seminars, GPS demonstrations, a canine microchipping clinic, Seeing Eye merchandise sales, a picnic lunch, and simulated dog guide walks for friends and families.
Temperatures soared through the day, but that couldn’t melt the high spirits of humans and canines. “I felt so proud to be a part of The Seeing Eye and so proud of the dogs and handlers,” said graduate Lolly Lijewski of Minneapolis.
It was, in fact, an almost mind-boggling notion, when President & CEO Jim Kutsch reminded the crowd, packed into a hotel ballroom for Friday evening’s banquet, that underneath the tables rested 200 dogs.  And yet they made not a sound.

Before Sara Beck took to the stage for the closing performance, several individuals were recognized for their roles in The Seeing Eye’s 80-year history with the presentation of Buddy Awards and Morris Frank Awards (see related stories). No one was more surprised by the evening’s events than retired instructor Roger Taylor, who has for many years created and presented an award for long-time instructors. Topped by a pewter German shepherd wearing a leather harness made by Taylor, a wooden box holds index cards bearing the names of all the students in that instructor’s classes.  Director of Instruction & Training Dave Johnson turned the tables on Taylor, presenting him with his very own Juno Award.

Saturday morning, the streets of Morristown were filled with volunteers and staff providing commentary to graduates on walking tours of the downtown and of The Seeing Eye Jane H. Booker Student Center. The afternoon brought opportunities for guests to attend workshops on subjects that included The Seeing Eye Seminar for Youth, plans for a graduate speakers bureau, travel tips and tricks, family dynamics for Seeing Eye dog users, and the human and canine matching process.  The day ended with an evening of karaoke, as graduates and Seeing Eye instructors revealed talents, known and unknown. 

As the activities came to a close and grads were once more “On the Move” back home, at least one graduate, Sagi McCleary of Missouri, already was thinking about the 100th anniversary. “I am so proud to be one of your graduates and am so proud of this lady shepherd friend of mine,” she said. “Hope to see ya’ll in 2029!”

Photo Captions

Cindy Lou Ray of Iowa and her dog Fisher joined other grads with their dogs for a stop at the Morris Frank Park in downtown Morristown during the Saturday morning walking tour.

Jan Doremus and her dog Carolyn checked out the sculpture of Morris Frank and Buddy that resides in the center of downtown Morristown.

Songwriter Sara Beck, accompanied by her husband Park Chisholm, provided musical entertainment following the Friday night banquet, including the debut of two songs written specifically for The Seeing Eye.

Senior Manager of Apprentice Trainers Lea Johnson congratulated retired instructor Roger Taylor following presentation of the Juno Award, a presentation that Taylor has made to many other instructors through the years.

Instructor Ralph Malatesta described the archival photos that lined the walls in the Stabile Canine Health Center as families toured the campus on Friday.

In one of the many activities and demonstrations on Friday, Senior Manager of Instruction & Training Jeff McMullen steered The Seeing Eye’s hybrid car past groups of graduates so they could experience just how difficult it is to perceive the presence of these quiet vehicles.

New Jersey resident Vincent Chaney took advantage of the nail trimming clinic as his dog Randolph reluctantly presented a paw to breeding station assistants Darlene Gladstone and Katie Ziegler.

Family members had the opportunity to experience what’s called a Juno walk, during which they walk under blindfold, led by a harness being held by an instructor. Apprentice Instructor Kaelin Coughlin provided Jo Ann Hatcher, daughter of Texas graduate Neva Fairchild, a simulated version of being led by a Seeing Eye dog.

Each of the 300-plus guests, including retired President Ken Rosenthal and retiring Director of Programs Doug Roberts, introduced themselves during the Friday night banquet.

Groups of graduates and their dogs retraced their footsteps as they explored the old training routes through Morristown during the Saturday walking tour.

***

Sidebar to Reunion article:
Two Alumni Earn Morris Frank Award

During the 80th Anniversary Banquet at the Graduate Reunion, President & CEO Jim Kutsch presented two alumni with the highest honor given to Seeing Eye graduates, the Morris Frank Award.

The recipients, Michael May of Davis, Calif., and David Loux of Virginia Beach, Va., received miniature replicas of The Seeing Eye’s dog harness mounted on mahogany bases.  The Morris Frank Award is presented to a graduate of The Seeing Eye who personifies, through personal and professional accomplishment, the vigor, ideals, and commitment of Morris Frank, and whose efforts and achievements help to open the doors to independence and opportunity for people who are blind.

Dave Loux retired from The Seeing Eye in 2008 after almost 38 years as one of the organization’s “roving ambassadors.”  As an outreach representative and later as Manager of the Outreach Division, Loux cultivated relationships with rehabilitation, mobility and low-vision professionals across North America and influenced countless numbers of people to apply for Seeing Eye dogs.

During his travels, Loux worked to educate restaurant and hotel employees, taxi drivers, and airport personnel about the laws that ensure public access for people with dog guides.  He also served as an informal advisor to the U.S. Transportation Security Administration’s airport security operations, providing guidance in formulating the methods used to screen air travelers accompanied by service dogs.

Michael May is the founder and CEO of Sendero Group, LLC, a software development company and manufacturer of the first accessible GPS navigation products for persons who are blind or visually impaired.  He has served on The Seeing Eye’s Board of Trustees since 2007.

His professional and personal accomplishments include serving as a political risk analyst for the CIA, assisting with the development of the first laser turntable, and breaking world records in downhill skiing. Through his Sendero Group’s development of accessible GPS and talking maps software, May has changed the way many people who are blind travel through life. With this special software, blind travelers have access to the same types of information afforded sighted travelers by commercially available GPS products.

Photos and captions:

Michael May received the Morris Frank Award for opening doors for people who are blind by his work to develop accessible GPS and talking maps software.

David Loux accepted the Morris Frank Award from Jim Kutsch, who praised Loux for his efforts to spread the word throughout North America about the ways dog guides can enhance independence and mobility for people who are blind.

***
(2nd Reunion Sidebar)
The Seeing Eye … Set to Music
After befriending Seeing Eye graduate Mike May and his dog Miguel, spending a day talking to Seeing Eye instructors and their students, and taking a blindfolded walk while being led by a Seeing Eye dog, Nashville singer/songwriter Sara Beck sat down to write a song in honor of the school’s 80th anniversary.

But her experiences created more images than she could possibly capture in just one song.  “I ended up writing two tunes,” she said.  “I have had a wonderful time writing and recording them both. I am really proud to be involved with such an incredible organization.”

Although the songs are, as she said, quite different from one another, each one captures the emotion and the spirit of the unique partnership between a person and a dog guide.  One song, called “On the Move,” is a melodic “pop” song, while the other, “You Give That to Me,” clearly reflects Beck’s Nashville roots.

“You Give That to Me” opens with words that convey an image frequently expressed by Seeing Eye dog users:  “The freedom to fly down the sidewalk …”, it begins. Composed with a rhythm that, Beck said, “Is the sound I imagined when I thought about walking behind a dog,” the song expresses the joy of moving independently, with speed and grace.  It continues, “The feeling of traveling in any kind of weather; the sun and the moon on my face.  Mile after mile, I've got this smile.”

“On the Move” describes walking with a trusted partner toward an endless horizon: “We’re trusting in each other.  We’re better than we are alone.  And every day our footsteps grow more sure.”

A few years ago, Beck met Seeing Eye graduate Mike May, who also serves on The Seeing Eye’s Board of Trustees.  She learned that a book, “Crashing Through,” had been written about his life, and she wrote a song about May with the same title.  He was so enthusiastic about the results that he suggested she compose a song for our anniversary.

You can hear both of Beck’s Seeing Eye songs by going to www.seeingeye.org/MediaRoom or hear her other music at www.myspace.com/sarabeck.

(Photo of Sara at the microphone, playing a guitar.)

***
Advertisement:

The Seeing Eye’s 80th Anniversary Sponsors
The following sponsors made our year-long anniversary celebration possible.  Many thanks!

Eukanuba

EyeCare 20/20

Intervet/Schering-Plough
Little House on the Prairie, the Musical
Sendero Group
Warfield & Walsh
Wm. Blanchard Co.

&

Amper, Politziner & Mattia, LLP; The Angeletti Group; B.L. Nickerson & Assoc.; Braunschweiger Jewelers; Cambium Learning Technologies; CIGNA Healthcare; Cowtan & Tout; Daily-e; Edward Merton Paving & Excavating; Eisner LLP; Galaxsea Cruises & Tours; HumanWare; LSV Asset Management; Metropolitan West Asset Management; Red Bank Veterinary Healthcare Network; State Street Corporation; Studio Yoga; Tumi; United Fire Protection; Westfield Capital Management; Freedom Scientific

***
Family Ties

The Seeing Eye celebrated its 80th anniversary with 1,350 of its closest friends on August 15, as puppy raisers and their families gathered for the school’s annual Family Day.

This special day is set aside each year to give our volunteer puppy raisers a special “thanks” for the sacrifices they make each and every day.  Family Day is truly a celebration, paying tribute to all those people, young and not-so-young, who play an essential role in the shaping of a clumsy little puppy into a nimble-footed Seeing Eye dog.

“It all starts with what you do,” President & CEO Jim Kutsch (who is also a Seeing Eye graduate) told the guests during opening ceremonies. “You sacrifice so much for us, and there is no way we can thank you enough.”

Guests whose puppies already had returned to campus for training sought out their instructors for reports on their pups’ progress.  Other raisers headed for the school dining room to look through posters and photo albums filled with photos of their dogs’ moms, dads, and litter mates.  Still others listened intently to presentations by Seeing Eye graduates, who told stories of how their dogs had enhanced their lives, thanks to the hard work of the puppy raisers.

The day included the usual training demonstrations by instructors and their dogs, a picnic lunch, and two special presentations: The short feature created by the Walt Disney Company filmed on campus a year ago and included in the DVD release of “Atta Girl, Kelly!”, and a panel discussion on puppy development and training presented by staff from the Instruction and Training, Canine Development, and Canine Medicine & Surgery departments.

During opening ceremonies for the event, Kutsch presented $1,000 college scholarships to 59 high school seniors who had raised at least two puppies.  In addition, Director of Canine Development Peggy Gibbon presented an award to Diane Selig for 20 years of service as a volunteer puppy club leader for one of the clubs in Lehigh County, Pa.

2009 Scholarship Winners

A number of very special donors make it possible for The Seeing Eye to present $1,000 scholarships to graduating high school seniors each year.  The following 59 puppy raisers earned 2009 scholarships, thanks to gifts in the names of Josephine Aresty, the Bernice Barbour Foundation, Martha Bardin, the Anton and Augusta Birkel Foundation, Edward A. Bragaline, the David M. Crowley Foundation, the Curley Family, Katherine Ann Engleking, the Fludzinski Foundation, the Bruce J. Heim Foundation, the Hermione Foundation, Sally A. Jumper, the Michael J. Kosloski Foundation, Robert & Mara Lax, the Aaron & Rachel Meyer Foundation, the PETCO Foundation, the Sandy Hill Foundation, Toni Stabile, Vincent A. Stabile, the Albert Payson Terhune Foundation, and the Edward W. and Stella C. Van Houten Memorial Fund.  The recipients and their colleges are:
Josh Adams, Philadelphia, Pa.

Automotive Training Center, Warminster, Pa.

Kristen Au, Highland Park, N.J.

Rutgers University, Piscataway, N.J.

Taylor Belser, Langhorne, Pa.

Bucks County Community College, Newtown, Pa.

Caitlin Blauvelt, Hillsborough, N.J.

University of Hartford, W. Hartford, Conn.

Chelsea Brennan, Swiftwater, Pa.

Winthrop University, Rock Hill, S.C.

Lauren Christie, Harleysville, Pa.

University of Delaware, Newark, Del.

Kelli Coffey, Perkasie, Pa.

Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Melissa Coiro, Tabernacle, N.J.

Burlington County College, Pemberton, N.J.

Kaitlyn Denker, Scotch Plains, N.J.

Towson University, Towson, Md.

Eve Dietrich, Hamburg, Pa.

Reading Area Community College, Reading, Pa.

Colleen Elise Dwyer, Naperville, Ill.

University of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio, Texas

Emily Ehmann, Mendham, N.J.

Loyola College, Baltimore, Md.

Christine Esposito, Langhorne, Pa.

Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa.

Nicole Ferrentino, Clark, N.J.

Ramapo College, Mahwah, N.J.

Braden Friscia, West Windsor, N.J.

Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, N.Y.

Marissa Ghilain, Denville, N.J.

County College of Morris, Randolph, N.J.

Dylan Ginter, East Berlin, Pa.

Temple University, Japan Campus

Ashley Glick, Breinigsville, Pa.

Millersville University, Millersville, Pa.

John Greczylo, Pittstown, N.J.

James Madison University, Harrisonburg, Va.

Leah Hahn, Perkasie, Pa.
Bucks County Community College, Newtown, Pa.

Allison Hooghuis, Metuchen, N.J.

Fairleigh Dickinson University, Teaneck, N.J.

Yu-Li Hunsicker, Yardley, Pa.

Goucher College, Baltimore, Md.

Anna Jantsch, Pittstown, N.J.

Saint Michael’s College, Colchester, Vt.

Matt Kalick, Maplewood, N.J.

Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, N.Y.

Julie Kallas, Oak Ridge, N.J.

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.

Brittany Keeler, Irvington, N.J.

The Art Institute of New York City, N.Y.

Imani Kinnard, West Long Branch, N.J.

Tuskegee University, Tuskegee, Ala.

Marcus Kline, Allentown, Pa.

Penn State Berks, Reading, Pa.

Sarah Koenigsberg, Broomall, Pa.

West Chester University, West Chester, Pa.

Samantha Lax, South Orange, N.J.

Westminster Choir College of Rider University, Princeton, N.J.

Amber Lynn Lewis, Kunkletown, Pa.
Millersville University, Millersville, Pa.
Kelly Metzger, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Albright College, Reading, Pa.

Stephanie Metzger, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pa.

Justin Miller, Souderton, Pa.

University of Delaware, Newark, Del.

Nathan Morris, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Lancaster General College of Nursing and Health Sciences, Lancaster, Pa.
Drew Moyer, Quakertown, Pa.

Bucks County Community College, Newtown, Pa.

Daniel Palmer, Newton, N.J.

Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison, N.J.

Emily Peel, Long Valley, N.J.
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Mallory Pié, Doylestown, Pa.
Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio
Haley Gray Plaisted, Warwick, N.Y.

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.

Ryan Poonolly, Lawrenceville, N.J.

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.

Ben Rathsam, Elizabethtown, Pa.

Liberty University, Lynchburg, Va.

Pam Roney, Chester, N.Y.

State University of New York at Geneseo, N.Y.

Michelle Rosolie, Wyckoff, N.J.
Haverford College, Haverford, Pa.
Abby Ryan, Westfield, N.J.

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.

Kyle Christopher Ryan, Cherry Hill, N.J.
Tulane University, New Orleans, La.
Samantha Sharon, Harrisburg, Pa.

Penn State University at Mont Alto, Pa.

Kristen Alyce Snow, West Chester, N.J.
Calvary Chapel Bible College, Murrieta, Calif.
Lauren Elizabeth Snow, West Chester, N.J.
Calvary Chapel Bible College, Murrieta, Calif.
Lauren Sommero, Middlesex, N.J.
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.
James Tilden, Cherry Hill, N.J.

Rowan University, Glassboro, N.J.

Adam Udinski, Coatesville, Pa.

Eastern University, St. Davids, Pa.

Daniel Weesner, Northfield, N.J.
Delaware Valley College, Doylestown, Pa.
Devin Weesner, Northfield, N.J.
Widener University, Chester, Pa.
Sarah Weisel, Stewartsville, N.J.

Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.

Stephen Werner, Wernersville, Pa.

Penn State University, University Park, Pa.

Austin Wilson, Coatesville, Pa.

Delaware County Community College, Media, Pa.

Meredith Woy, Chambersburg, Pa.
Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, Pa.
Photo Captions:

Puppy raiser Amy Stewart had a question for one of the four graduates who made presentations that day.

Guests reacted with laughter as a graduate told favorite stories about his Seeing Eye dogs.

The Crilley Family took time out from the day’s activities to share their bagged lunches under the tent.

Director of Canine Development Peggy Gibbon, right, presented a print of Fortunate Fields to Diane Selig in honor of her 20 years as a puppy club leader in Lehigh County, Pa.

During opening ceremonies, President & CEO Jim Kutsch, right, introduced Director of Programs Doug Roberts, who retired just two weeks after Family Day.  The Puppy Raising Program was one of the many operations under Roberts’ direction, and he thanked the crowd for their dedication during his 41 years at The Seeing Eye.

Puppy raisers had a chance to see photos of all the litters born during the previous 12 months.

Attorney and Seeing Eye graduate Pat McKenna shared his gratitude for all that puppy raisers do as he explained to them what a difference his Seeing Eye dog has made in his life.

Peg Forte, whose family has raised 17 Seeing Eye puppies, enjoyed a refreshing ice cream cone at the end of a hot day.

Although the breeding station is 12 miles away, albums filled with photos of the puppies and the dogs selected for breeding gave puppy raisers a chance to see where life began for their precious charges.

The Seeing Eye presented college scholarships to 59 high school seniors who had raised at least two puppies for the organization.

Three young guests picked out their favorite plush puppies in the merchandise sales area during Family Day.

***
Seeing Eye Friends Show Their Support

Recent Seeing Eye Friends Events provided an opportunity for some of the organization’s most loyal supporters to share their passion for The Seeing Eye with their friends and neighbors.

On an August day on New Jersey’s Long Beach Island, Seeing Eye supporters David and Patti Aresty hosted a group of friends at their oceanfront home in Loveladies.  Guests had the opportunity to learn more about Mrs. Aresty’s experiences as a volunteer at the school’s breeding station.

Puppy raiser and Seeing Eye supporter Midge Leitch, VMD, hosted at the Allam House at New Bolton Center, in the western suburbs of Philadelphia.  Dr. Leitch is raising her fourth Seeing Eye puppy, a yellow Labrador retriever named Locket.

Guests at both events heard presentations from Seeing Eye President & CEO Jim Kutsch and his wife Ginger, who talked about life with their own Seeing Eye dogs, Colby and Payton; watched a training demonstration by instructors; and learned about the training process from other staff members.

Photo Captions:

Loveladies, N.J.
Hosts David and Patti Aresty toasted the guests who gathered at their New Jersey shore home to learn more about The Seeing Eye.

The audience watched intently as Instructor Brian Rant and a German shepherd-in-training demonstrated the dog’s guiding skills.

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Sussman and Joanne DeLuca joined neighbors and friends at the Arestys’ sunny beachfront home.

A smiling Mary Pleeter and her children took turns sharing a black Lab Seeing Eye pup’s enthusiastic affection.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Hostess and Seeing Eye puppy raiser Midge Leitch, VMD, with yellow Lab Locket, introduced President & CEO Jim Kutsch with Colby, Director of Canine Development Peggy Gibbon, and Kutsch’s wife, Ginger with Payton.

Guests of the Chester County, Pa., Friends Event heard Dr. Leitch’s story about how she became involved in raising puppies for – and lending support to – The Seeing Eye.

***
A Fond Farewell

(Photo of Doug and Judy holding framed portraits of Buddy, the first Seeing Eye dog.)
A select few people have earned the honor of receiving The Seeing Eye’s Buddy Award, reserved for those who demonstrate extraordinary commitment to the organization’s mission.  Two recent retirees received this award in late summer, having each made their own mark on the history and the future of The Seeing Eye.

Director of Programs Doug Roberts and Director of Student Services Judy Deuschle accepted the awards during August’s Graduate Reunion, and received albums filled with congratulatory notes from the hundreds of Seeing Eye graduates whose lives they have touched.

Buddy Award recipients also have shown genuine concern for the welfare of animals, particularly dogs, and have fostered greater public understanding of the importance of Seeing Eye dogs to enhance the independence and dignity of people who are blind.

In their respective roles, both Roberts and Deuschle ensured that each student who arrived on campus received the very best opportunity possible for a successful and lasting partnership with a Seeing Eye dog.

Judy Deuschle: For This Veteran Employee, It’s All About the Students

We all need someone who will cheer for us at our finest moments. But when that same person can be counted on to be honest with us when we most need to hear the truth, that’s the mark of a true friend.  For many years, students arriving at The Seeing Eye to train with a new dog had that person in Director of Student Services Judy Deuschle.  

Few careers at The Seeing Eye have provided such a degree of direct contact with incoming, in-class, and graduated students.  Caring for the students’ non-training needs was the venue of the director of Student Services.  By its nature, the job required a person to be a combination of house mother, hostess, and admissions officer.  More often than not, the initial contact came via a telephone conversation. 

“The first time I had to take a phone call, I was scared to death,” Deuschle recalled.

In August, Deuschle took the last phone call, this time from a Seeing Eye graduate congratulating her on her retirement.  After 18 years at the organization, she had welcomed 1,700 people to the campus and watched them confidently leave with their new dogs a few short weeks later.

As the head of Student Services, her job description included all things student-related, from the moment a person inquires about a Seeing Eye dog through the application process and acceptance, making arrangements for their transportation to Morristown, N.J., and back home again. “Then while they are in class, my job is taking care of physical, emotional, health, and dietary needs, giving them support while they’re here, a shoulder to cry on, cheering them on, being the strict house mother and concierge, rolled into one,” she said, just before her retirement.

Some days that meant calling an applicant to report that she had a spot in the next class for him or her.  Other times, though, it meant calling applicants to say that they were not yet qualified to train with a dog.  This news is not easy to deliver; perhaps they needed additional orientation and mobility training or did not have an active-enough lifestyle to provide the exercise and training reinforcement that a young dog needs.

“Working here has been a constantly changing feeling of extreme sorrow and extreme joy,” said Deuschle. “I can’t guess the number of times I've started the day with a phone call from someone whose dog died overnight; or the number of days that started with someone calling to say, ‘Oh, my gosh, my dog just saved my life!’”

Listening is critical to the job.  As students spend up to 27 days getting to know their dogs and learning how to travel safely under their guidance, the experience can be incredibly stressful. Some students arrive following the death of a previous guide dog. Others might be separated from young children for the first time.  Even without additional emotional burdens, withstanding the rigors of the long days of training, knowing that your future safety depends on how well you and the dog perform as a team, can be physically and mentally exhausting.

Deuschle was working as Food Service Director at a New Jersey rehabilitation hospital when she saw an ad for a job at The Seeing Eye and decided to apply. Although she knew little about the organization, she soon found herself in charge of the staff that prepared and served meals for the students and cleaned the main building, including the dormitory rooms.

That was 18 years ago.  It was two years later that she moved into the position of Director of Student Services.  “There’s no script when it comes to this position,” she said.  “But I just feel that everybody deserves respect.”

Deuschle learned as a child that strength can come from devastating loss and that people can find the fortitude within themselves to keep moving forward.  When she was 11 and living in a small town in California, her family’s home plus her father’s business were destroyed by a flood. “We were away on vacation, and when we got home, we found that everything was destroyed.  Our birds and our cat didn’t make it.”

Then, years later, when she and her twin sister were home from college for Christmas, it happened again.  “This time, the entire house went down the river,” she said.  “I learned that all the things we surround ourselves with are not that important.”

Despite the flood, Deuschle returned to college to complete her degree in nutritional science at the University of California at Berkeley. After graduation, she immediately enlisted in the U.S. Army. “To become a dietitian, I needed to do an internship, and the military would provide that.  One of my proudest moments was being in the military during Vietnam.”  She was soon promoted to 1st lieutenant and sent to Denver’s Fitzsimmons General Army Hospital.  It was there that she fell in love with a young soldier named Larry Deuschle, who was recovering from injuries sustained in Vietnam.

Marriage and two young children soon followed, and after several moves in the western U.S., the family settled in New Jersey.  Both kids, Kevin and Shannon, still live nearby, and Shannon has worked at The Seeing Eye since 1994, most of those years as an instructor.

The final few days of phone calls from graduates were filled with best wishes and with one story after another of times that a few words from Deuschle made all the difference for someone.  For her, though, each person she watched walk out the door with a new Seeing Eye dog has changed her life immeasurably.  “I have met the most courageous, remarkable people in the world, and it has been an honor to be a part of their lives,” she said.  “I’ve been given an opportunity to make a difference.”

During the next phase of her life, Deuschle is looking forward to traveling, learning to make pottery, and, she said, “enjoying every moment with my incredible husband.”  She’ll have time to visit the Vietnam Women’s Memorial in Washington, D.C., but mostly, she said, “I’ll be wandering my neighborhood looking at the cardinals and taking the time to smell the roses.”

Doug Roberts: A Career Approaching Paradise “Found”
At first glance, it seemed that Doug Roberts had landed the kind of job any college graduate would covet.  He had just earned a degree in English, expecting to end up in the field of education.  Instead, he landed a management position and found himself in a suit and tie, commuting to a major city on the East Coast, carrying a briefcase, and looking every bit a successful businessman.

In reality, though, the job could not have been more wrong for Roberts.  The commute was long, the city was Newark, N.J., and it was 1967, the year the town was torn apart by violent and destructive riots.  And his employer, as it turned out, was not entirely scrupulous.  No wonder that Roberts describes his first encounter with The Seeing Eye as “nirvana.”

Looking back, it’s obvious that first job was an anathema to a self-described “doggy person” who now lives in a 1700s farmhouse in rural western New Jersey … to someone who often arose well before dawn to get in some fishing time before leaving for work … and to someone who learned his dog skills sitting cross-legged on the packed-dirt, living room floor of the Buddhist pacifist who was his mentor.

Still early in his career, Roberts was on his way to a management training program and happened to be driving through Morristown.  He noticed a man with long hair, walking through the town with a dog on a harness.  In that instant, he saw the life he wanted. “The next day, I went back to Morristown, walked into the post office, and asked ‘Where’s the place that trains dogs?’” recalled Roberts.

The next chance he got, he drove out to the campus.  This was his “nirvana” moment, and he walked into the building unannounced.  “I spoke to one of the administrative assistants, who had worked there 40 years, and she told me about the organization.  She also told me that there are never any openings.”  Still, he said, he walked away that day vowing to himself that he would work there someday.

Already married with two small children, Roberts decided that the commute to Newark from Morristown was no worse than the one he already was making.  Certain that living in Morristown would get him a step closer to working at The Seeing Eye, he moved his family into a $100 a month cottage.  By then, he had met William Debetaz, head of the Training Division, who declared him to be “too tall” to be a Seeing Eye instructor.  Somehow, though, Roberts’ resume made its way to Seeing Eye President George Werntz’s desk.  Werntz noticed that the applicant had a college degree, called him in for an interview, and the next thing Roberts knew, he was reporting to the same long-haired gentleman he’d first seen walking through Morristown … Daniel Boeke.

“Daniel was from Holland, and his family was hiding Jews as part of the Dutch resistance movement. They were captured and placed in a work camp, but he and his sister both escaped. He had tuberculosis, so ended up in New York State to recover.” He eventually made his way to The Seeing Eye, said Roberts, where he worked as an instructor. “His training style was very different … he was absent-minded but a wizard, and knew how to think like a dog.”

Boeke earned quite a following among the instructors, including Roberts, who often gathered at Boeke’s primitive home, with its dirt floor and Buddha statue in the living room.

“Back then, it was a two-year apprenticeship instead of three,” he said. “Most of our learning was from modeling.  I’d work my few dogs then watch all the other trainers.  Now, there’s a more formal system where apprentices are assigned specific observations.  Each instructor had eight students while in class, compared to four or five today, and we stayed on campus every other night.  There were no female instructors, and not even any female kennel workers.  Basically, we were flying by the seat of our pants, but still and all, we established a reputation that has carried forth.”

After about 13 years as an instructor, Roberts became assistant director of training, supervising the rotating teams of in-class instructors.  About 17 years ago, he became Director of Programs – overseeing training, the kennels, and the puppy raising division – the position from which he retired in September.  He emulated the style of his mentor, Daniel Boeke, but, he said, “What I’ve tried very hard to do was not to stay in the past.  The environment in which blind people travel has changed so much, and our training methods have kept pace.  Traffic is much more complicated, for example, so we’ve given the dogs more time to learn this difficult environment.”

He made a point, too, to increase The Seeing Eye’s interaction with other dog guide schools, both domestically and internationally.  “We alone cannot serve all people who want dog guides,” he said, “so it is important that we all work to make blind people safe by sharing information, and teaching each other how we can all enhance our programs.”

Roberts has been active with the International Guide Dog Federation, the accrediting organization for schools throughout the world.  For the past two years, he has served on IGDF’s board of directors and before that served as an assessor, traveling worldwide to evaluate other schools and make recommendations for or against accreditation.

Looking back, Roberts knows that he spent 41 years in a career that could not have been a better fit.  “I knew when I was 12, and I would hitchhike to the Armory to see the dog shows, that I wanted to work with dogs,” he said.  “I didn’t have my first dog until I was 11, and I trained him myself, although I had no idea what I was doing.  I thought I would end up being a teacher, but this job allowed me to combine my interest in dogs with my desire to teach people.  I’ve met some incredibly inspirational people – both students and Seeing Eye employees – and I never woke up a single day and thought, ‘Darn, I have to go to work today.’” 

Nirvana, indeed.

***
The Accidental Techie
When Larry Skutchan discovered the world of information that computers opened for him, his first thought was that this was something that could change his life.  But almost simultaneously, he realized he could spark the same change in the lives of other people who, like him, were blind or visually impaired.

As Technology Project Leader at the American Printing House for the Blind (APH), an organization whose mission is to produce products and tools for education and life, Skutchan gets plenty of opportunities to indulge his passion. But Skutchan never planned to become a techie. It was serendipity that led him down this path, making him a familiar name in the world of assistive technology.

The son of an Air Force enlisted man, Skutchan and his family lived all over the world, finally settling outside Hope, Ark., when he was a teenager. At 16, Skutchan lost the sight in his left eye from an accident. “Even with one eye, I was able to drive and function fairly normally,” he recalled. “I graduated from high school and went to work in construction and repairing oil derricks.”

That all changed in 1979. Skutchan was attending a vocational school, studying air conditioning and refrigeration. While sitting in class one day, he noticed a bend in one of the overhead lights. “I knew what had happened. My retina had detached.” Surgery was unsuccessful and six months later Skutchan was totally blind. He was 21 with a family to support. “I guess I was depressed, but I knew I had to do something.” Skutchan received rehabilitation training at what is now Lion’s World Services for the Blind in Little Rock, learning to read Braille, travel with a cane, and obtain the skills necessary to lead an independent life.

Realizing air conditioning and refrigeration wasn’t the best vocational choice, Skutchan enrolled in the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, majoring in English and political science with the goal of attending law school. It was here Skutchan found his true calling.

Today, most persons who are blind or visually impaired rely on software that reads computer screens through a synthetic voice. In the early 1980s, this technology was still in its infancy. “I took a basic computer class, relying on a sighted reader to read the screen, and read some books on speech synthesis,” Skutchan said. “I wasn’t really interested in being a programmer. I thought programmers wore lab coats and worked in cold sterile rooms.” But his curiosity was sparked, and Skutchan purchased a TI/99 4A computer and a synthesizer and wrote a primitive screen reading program.

His fate was sealed when he received an Apple II E, one of the first commercially available computers with a screen reader. “I thought I was in heaven. It was wonderful to be able to maneuver around the screen and see what I was doing.” But he saw room for improvement and began writing a program for the Apple called “Words.” Words enabled blind users to use the down arrow to read by line, making proofreading easier. “I was so fascinated by these machines and was having so much fun.”

The Kentucky Department for the Blind learned about Words and began purchasing the program for their clients studying medical transcription. Law school was abandoned, and Skutchan’s career in technology was launched.

In 1985, Skutchan moved to Louisville to work for American Printing House for the Blind. This leader in Braille textbook production had branched out into technology, and Skutchan wrote educational software for the Apple by day and pursued his interest in improving screen readers by night.

He left APH in the early 1990s to start his own software development company, Microtalk.  “People told me I was crazy – the world didn’t need more screen readers – but I wasn’t impressed with what was out there. I wanted to develop something that would give the blind user total access to what was on the screen the way it was visually presented.” Skutchan developed a DOS-based program called Automatic Screen Access Program (ASAP) and ASAW, the Microsoft Windows equivalent. ASAP became the number one selling DOS screen reader in the country.

APH persuaded Skutchan to rejoin the staff in 1998. In his current position, Skutchan and his team of eight develop technology for visually impaired students and professionals, focusing on products that aren’t available elsewhere. Products like the Braille+ Mobile Manager, a personal data assistant that functions as a mini computer; Talking Typer® for Windows, a typing tutorial; and educational software and games. “We want our products to be completely accessible to the visually impaired community and rely on feedback from our consumers and vision professionals to develop and improve products,” Skutchan explained.

Skutchan said his biggest frustration as a blind person is the attitude of others. “People often equate blindness with stupidity. It’s refreshing when you meet someone that doesn’t have this attitude.” He sees his blindness as an inconvenience, and with the right assistive tools, this inconvenience is lessened considerably.

For Skutchan, the most valuable of these tools have been his five Seeing Eye dogs. “It took me a few years after losing my sight to decide a Seeing Eye dog was right for me. I had a buddy at the University of Arkansas with a Seeing Eye dog, and he got around campus so gracefully.”

Skutchan received his first dog in 1981 and believes it was the best decision he ever made. “When I returned home with my first dog, there was this job fair in Little Rock I wanted to attend. I had never been to that location before, but I got directions and followed George and went. Having a dog is a completely independent way to travel. I travel a lot, and I don’t think I could do it as confidently with a cane.”

Now partnered with Jake, a 6-year-old yellow Lab/golden cross, Skutchan has even found a way to involve Seeing Eye dogs in his cyber world. In 2005, Skutchan launched www.blindcooltech.com, a website where persons who are blind or visually impaired can submit or listen to pod casts (audio recordings that can be downloaded from a website) on just about any subject. The first pod cast was about Seeing Eye dogs. “I got so many questions about Jake and dog guides I did a pod cast while walking home from work. The feedback from blind and sighted alike was incredible.”

Pod casting is a wonderful way for the visually impaired to share information and techniques, he said.  He regularly pod casts on technology, gardening, and has even posted one on how he mows the lawn. He often invites listeners along for outings with his girlfriend and his family of four daughters and five granddaughters.

Skutchan has some simple advice. “Find something you love that is not work to you. If you are persistent, you will find a way to make a living with it. We are here for such a short time, and you need to love what you do.” For now, Skutchan has put his own software development interests on hold, but he said he would love to see a day when the visually impaired can check their electric meters online or search the Internet faster. If anyone can figure out a way to make those things happen, it’s certain that Skutchan can.

(Photo of Larry Skutchan walking toward the camera, guided by a yellow Lab.)

***
News Highlights

Carrying Forward the Mission
With the recent retirements of two department heads, The Seeing Eye has reorganized the structure of the former Programs and Student Services departments.
David Johnson is the new director of the Instruction & Training Department which encompasses the training of dogs, instruction of students, admissions, advocacy, and follow-up services for graduates.

Johnson has been with the organization for 25 years, the last eight years as a senior manager supervising teams of instructors. Johnson is a New Jersey native and holds a degree in Animal Care from Becker College in Massachusetts. “It has been a great honor to have been associated with Doug [Roberts] and Judy [Deuschle] and an even greater honor to follow in their footsteps,” he said.
Pauline Alexander, admissions coordinator in the former Student Services Department, now manages student admissions—reviewing applications, scheduling class dates for new and returning students, and answering questions about the admissions process.  She joined The Seeing Eye in 1992.

Peggy Gibbon is director of the newly created Canine Development Department, responsible for providing well-bred, well-socialized, and eager-to-learn dogs to Instruction and Training. This department includes oversight of the kennels, the Canine Genetics Division, the Puppy Development Division, and the adoptions program.

Gibbon has been with The Seeing Eye for 26 years. Her 14 years as a class instructor, 10 years as supervisor of apprentice instructor training, and two years as the Linda Feinne-Roth Manager of Puppy Placement give her a unique perspective on the needs of the Instruction & Training Department. Gibbon is a New Jersey native and holds a degree in Animal Science from Cook College of Rutgers University. “It is exciting to have a brand new position with a newly organized department,” said Gibbon. “I enjoy getting to watch our dogs progress all the way from little puppies at the breeding station through Puppy Development and into training.”

Partnership Brings Together Two American Pioneers

The Seeing Eye and a new musical production based on Little House on the Prairie, starring Melissa Gilbert as Ma, announce their partnership for a 25-city tour of theaters across North America.

 

The collaboration was a natural, as The Seeing Eye founders and the Little House book series conveyed the same spirit of independence, courage, and ability to overcome adversity. 
Little House on the Prairie: The Musical and The Seeing Eye have developed a community outreach program to strengthen awareness of the capabilities and challenges of blind people in today’s frontier.  Presentations will be made in each touring city at government offices, schools, community centers, and more.  

 

“We are thrilled to be partnering with such an iconic and inspirational production,” said Jim Kutsch, President and CEO of The Seeing Eye.  “Much like the characters in Little House on the Prairie: The Musical, our graduates, with their Seeing Eye dogs, have created a legacy of forging new lives amidst the challenges, heartbreaks, joys and triumphs that we face each day.  This partnership is a celebration and continuation of the pioneering spirit for which we and Little House on the Prairie are known.”

The idea for the collaboration was hatched by Seeing Eye graduate Lloyd Burlingame and someone who is a longtime friend and colleague. Burlingame, who was one of the top set and costume designers on Broadway before losing his vision, was having an email conversation with one of the producers of the new musical, Nelle Nugent, when it occurred to them both that this would be a natural partnership.

“Knowing that we would be drawing audiences throughout the U.S. and Canada, we wanted to help The Seeing Eye spread its mission of enhancing independence for people who are blind,” said actress Melissa Gilbert.  “An essential part of the story line relates to Mary Ingalls, who becomes blind but is eventually able to pursue her studies and flourish.  Because of that, we hope to reinforce the message that people with visual impairments have even more innovative opportunities for independence today, thanks to organizations like The Seeing Eye.”

Alessa Neeck, who plays Mary, visited The Seeing Eye to spend time with Kutsch so she could perfect her portrayal of a blind person and to take a blindfolded walk with a dog guide.

Little House on the Prairie: The Musical launched its tour in October at the Ordway Theatre in St. Paul, Minn., following a five-week engagement at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn, N.J.

Gilbert, who rose to fame as a child playing Laura in the 1970s NBC series “Little House on the Prairie,” continues her “prairie” legacy by taking on the role of “Ma” Ingalls.  During its premiere production in August 2008 at the Guthrie Theatre in Minneapolis, Little House on the Prairie: The Musical shattered box-office records and sold-out for 12 consecutive weeks. 

The show is directed by Francesca Zambello (Disney’s The Little Mermaid), with music by Academy Award winner Rachel Portman (Emma), lyrics by Donna di Novelli, and a book by Tony Award winner Rachel Sheinkin (The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee).  

For the complete listing of tour cities or to learn more about our partnership, go to www.littlehousethemusical.com. 

Captions:

Actress Alessa Neeck, who plays the character Mary in the musical, takes a blindfold walk with Senior Manager of Instruction & Training Tom Pender.

The mayor of Millburn, N.J., Sandra Haimoff, left, presents a proclamation to President & CEO Jim Kutsch and his wife, Ginger, in recognition of the 80th anniversary, on the day of the announcement of the Little House on the Prairie partnership.

Seeing Eye graduate Lloyd Burlingame and his dog Kemp met actress Melissa Gilbert during the show’s opening run in Millburn, N.J.  Burlingame and a producer of the show suggested that this unique partnership be forged.

The Bids Are In

As 10 p.m. Eastern time approached on September 13, people across the country were tapping madly on their computer keyboards, placing final bids in The Seeing Eye’s first-ever online auction. At its close, these generous bidders had contributed $75,000.

“We were thrilled with the results and thank everyone who donated or solicited auction items, volunteered on the committee, placed a bid (whether winning or losing), and told their friends and families about the event,” said Director of Donor & Public Relations Jean Thomas.  “The best thing about an online auction is that people across the U.S. and Canada have the opportunity to bid and support us, while a live auction only attracts local supporters.”

The item garnering the highest bid was lunch with actress Betty White and Seeing Eye President & CEO Jim Kutsch at Craft Restaurant in Los Angeles.  The item receiving the highest number of bids (56) was a quilt made by Lisa Radcliffe, an area coordinator in The Seeing Eye’s Puppy Development Division, designed to commemorate our anniversary.  Other unique items included a tour of The Seeing Eye’s breeding station, an overnight stay on the newest Carnival cruise ship during its inauguration in the New York City harbor, and tickets and pit passes for a NASCAR race at the Talladega Speedway.

The company hosting the auction reported that our results were well above average in many categories including dollars raised, value and number of items up for bid, and percentage of items sold.

Honoring a Leader in Canine Genetics

In July Seeing Eye staff members, trustees, and representatives from the University of Pennsylvania and Cornell University dedicated a conference room to geneticist and veterinarian Dr. Donald F. Patterson.

Patterson, whose portrait now hangs in the breeding station conference room, played a significant role in the success of our early breeding program.

In the early 1970s, Patterson, who taught medical genetics at the University of Pennsylvania’s College of Veterinary Medicine, was a consultant to an Army Veterinary Corps’ program to genetically improve the military working dog. When the program disbanded in 1973, some of its German shepherd breeders were offered to The Seeing Eye.

Patterson served almost 20 years on our Board of Trustees. As chairman of the Board’s Canine Committee, he was responsible for many improvements including keeping dogs reproductively intact long enough to determine if they had the desired qualities for breeding, and the adoption of a process for scoring hip radiographs. 
Caption:

Board of Trustees member Dr. Gustavo Aguirre unveiled the portrait of Dr. Donald F. Patterson during dedication of the breeding station conference room.  Dr. Aguirre also chairs the Board’s Canine Committee.
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Photo of crowd of smiling people walking down The Seeing Eye driveway with a banner in the background reading “Leading the Way for 80 Years.”

Caption: The 1,300-plus guests for Family Day headed down the campus driveway after a day filled with learning and celebration. 
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