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Cover:  Seeing Eye graduate Ria Meade is walking along a narrow metal pier, being led by her black Labrador Seeing Eye dog, Spencer.  Behind her a number of small boats can be seen tied to a dock.

***
A Seeing Eye Perspective

Dear Friends:
Just recently, we learned that one of our founders, Morris Frank, will be inducted later this year into the Hall of Fame for Leaders and Legends of the Blindness Field.  It has been almost 30 years since his death. Of course, here at The Seeing Eye, we feel that this recognition was unquestionably well-deserved and inevitable.  But as a 19-year-old young man when his father read to him an article about dogs being trained to guide people who are blind, Morris Frank certainly had no idea that the unexpected consequences of that article would someday lead him into the Hall of Fame.
It’s often true that those unanticipated circumstances and unexpected encounters are the very ones that most affect our lives.  It’s a subject that the greatest writers and poets of the world have pondered for centuries.  In this issue of the Guide, you’ll read about a Seeing Eye graduate, Ria Meade, who spent her pre-teen and teenage years adjusting her lifestyle to deal with juvenile diabetes.  During those same years, she discovered and nurtured her innate gift for drawing and painting.  Just after college, though, she suddenly lost her vision and was no longer able to continue her art.  Years later, nothing could have been any more unexpected than when the feelings she had expressed earlier through painting began to pour out of her in words and poetry.
In these pages, you’ll also meet Rita Bergerson, a devoted and generous benefactor of The Seeing Eye.  For this resilient woman, her teenage years were marked by uncontrollable events that brought tragedy, struggle and chaos to her life.  But those same events eventually brought her love, opportunity, and serenity.  All of us here have been moved by her story and by her devotion to The Seeing Eye.
We can’t always choose what happens to us in life but we can always choose how we react to our circumstances.  For both women, and for Morris Frank, unexpected events could have led to far different outcomes.  Each of them, though, made a choice to interpret those circumstances as opportunities to travel a new and different road.  Making that choice often takes determination, perseverance and courage.
At The Seeing Eye, we are privileged to hear many stories such as those of Frank, Bergerson, and Meade.  We know that one single moment can make a life-changing difference.  In one moment, the totally unexpected can happen.  In one moment, for example, vision can be lost as happened to me when my home chemistry experiment literally exploded.

We are here to make sure that moment does not signify a closed door.  The Seeing Eye opens a door to a different quality of life.  Every day, nearly 1,800 people demonstrate the difference it made in their lives when they chose to walk through that open door and be matched and trained with a Seeing Eye dog.
In one moment, you too can make a difference.  It never ceases to inspire me when someone who is a complete stranger to The Seeing Eye makes the choice to help change another person’s life by making a donation or by naming us in a will.  With many of our donors, we’ve enjoyed getting to know you well.  With others, we never learn all of the details of the circumstances that motivated you to think of us.  Regardless, on behalf of all of us who travel with Seeing Eye dogs today, I thank all of you for your generous and ongoing support.
James A. Kutsch, Jr.

President & CEO, The Seeing Eye

***
Letters to The Seeing Eye

Dear Seeing Eye:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Iselin Middle School family.  We would like to make a donation to your inspirational organization in honor of Phyllis Lynda Volker.  Phyllis taught in the school district for over 30 years.  She made a difference in the lives of all the people around her.  No matter what was happening in her own life, no matter what she was dealing with, she put the concerns of others above her own.

We lost Phyllis a month ago.  Within moments of her passing, everyone in our building wanted to do something, wanted to make Phyllis proud.  We knew a donation to The Seeing Eye would mean the most to her.

Our school mascots were Nate and Jasmine (Phyllis’s Seeing Eye dogs).  The faculty and students looked forward every day to watching Nate and Jasmine guide her.  In fact, each year a space in the yearbook, under “staff,” was always waiting for a picture of Phyllis’s companion, Phyllis’s hero.

Joseph Campbell, an American author, wrote, “A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something bigger than oneself.”  Phyllis gave her life, her strength, to everyone who had been blessed to know her.  She was a hero.

What you do is amazing; you are all heroes.

We thank you,

Jaclyn Tomasze and all of Iselin Middle School

Dear Seeing Eye:

My mother was never a great dog lover.  The family pet knew his boundaries when it came to entering her room.  He respected her space and never crossed the line.

Her interaction raising my first Seeing Eye puppy, Karl, changed her opinion of dogs forever.  She appeared at my front door the day he was scheduled to return for his formal training.  Much to my surprise, she said she did not want me to be alone as I said my goodbyes.  She was the one with tears in her eyes as the mini van pulled out of my driveway.

It was next my oldest niece’s turn to have the puppy program touch her life.  Holley (then age 4) became the part-time puppy raiser along with my parents while I was at work.  She was very proud of the training she did with Karl.  She would show me how he would sit, come, and go into his crate on her command.

Upon the arrival of my third Seeing Eye puppy, it was another niece, 6-year-old Erin, whose turn it was to have Sirius make a lasting impression on her life.  Erin did not bond with Sirius until two days before his return to The Seeing Eye.  She was proud of her training accomplishments and was now asking her parents for a dog like him.

It was not a surprise, though, when The Seeing Eye called to say that Sirius was extremely homesick and failed to complete the training program.  Erin showed up just to make the trip to Morristown with me to bring him home.

A program like yours is an opportunity to make a dog lover out of anyone.  For the positive changes it made in my family, I cannot thank you enough.

Sincerely,

Charlene Piskula

Seeing Eye Puppy Raiser

Dear Seeing Eye:

Enclosed is a check donated in loving memory of my third Seeing Eye dog, Ember, who died on March 16, 2010, at the age of 14, and in tribute to the couple that adopted Ember in 1999, after she served as my companion and guide for two years.

Since my first encounter with The Seeing Eye in 1979, I’ve always held in high regard the people associated with the school who so expertly care for the dogs at every phase of their lives.  Now, with the passing of my last surviving Seeing Eye dog, I feel as though an era of connection with The Seeing Eye has drawn to a close – but only a temporary closing, I hope.  Perhaps there is to be yet another Seeing Eye companion and guide in my life.  The debt of gratitude I owe to The Seeing Eye and to kind and generous people like Ember’s adoptive family is immeasurable.

Beth Ostrowski

Seeing Eye Graduate

Dear Seeing Eye:

It was such a joy for me when I opened the beautiful award that I received in honor of my enrollment in The Seeing Eye Half Century Club. It is a great privilege for me to be what I refer to as “A Seeing Eye Golden Girl.”

Way back in 1959, and just in time for my 18th birthday and Valentines Day, I received my first dog guide, Pal.  She was a little shepherd-husky cross, weighing 48 pounds.  She was four years old, full of spunk, and truly taught me everything she knew.  I will forever be grateful to the family who returned her to The Seeing Eye after her first partner passed away.

She was with me when I married and through the births of both my sons.  What a sweetheart she was!

In 1969, I received my beautiful, regal, no-nonsense German shepherd Hessa.  She was all business, very decisive, an excellent, serious worker.  She knew what her job was and did it extremely well with very much love.

You just don’t think that it will ever happen again, that close bond, being able to read each other’s minds and hearts, and loving each other so much.  But it does, and it did with each and every one of my dogs.  Each one is so special and individual.  And each one definitely gets a piece of your heart that belongs only to them.

In June of ’81 I received my fun-loving, tail wagging German shepherd Brinka.  She loved playing ball when off duty, but in harness, it was all work.  Everyone would clear the way for us, and we loved it.

Then in 1988, my black Lab, Breezy, and I became a working team.  She was more like a gale-force wind and really kept me on my toes, but wow-ow, what fun we had.  She was such a smart girl and a great worker with a very kind heart.

In 1999, I received my present love, a chocolate Lab, Eclipse, A.K.A. “Clipsey.”  So kind, gentle, a fantastic worker, which continuously blows my mind, and ever so adaptable to any situation.  She is now 12 and a half years old, and although slowing down, is still so willing to work.

I have worked with the very best instructors at The Seeing Eye.  Thank you!  Thank you, all!

To all of the puppy raisers who give so much of themselves and are the absolute foundation of this whole process, there are no words to express my deepest pride and gratitude to all of you for the true sacrifice you make in giving up these wonderful creatures.  To the five families who did such a fantastic job in raising my five beautiful girls, I give to you my deepest thanks and share with you this award.

And thank you to all the housekeeping staff who work so hard to make our stay so comfortable and keep us all well fed.

There just aren’t enough words to thank each and every one of you, because without you, I would not have had my independence, my five excellent dog guides, and my 50 years of being a Seeing Eye dog user.  This is truly awesome!

I am so grateful and proud to be a member of The Seeing Eye family, and with God’s help, I’ll be back to train with my “Dog Number Six.”

Fondly,

Dorothy Casabianca and Clipsey
Seeing Eye Graduates

(Editor’s Note:  The Half Century Club honors those who have worked with Seeing Eye dogs for 50 years or more.)

Dear Seeing Eye:

I wanted to relay a short story to you about (my dog) Duchess.

I was at our church picking up one of my daughters from a rehearsal.  Every door to the sanctuary where we dropped my daughter off was blocked.  Duchess would not even approach the doors, but checked all four to find them barred off.  She knew her kid was in there, and she was there to get her out.

We circled around to another hall to find another door, but there were people everywhere.  Duchess saw a staircase which she has never been down but somehow knew that would get her to her girl.  I don’t know how she knew but we dove down that flight of stairs, up another flight, through a small hall and down another flight of stairs to where my daughter was.

This particular child is very low vision and Duchess is very sensitive and watchful of her.  Nothing was going to keep her from retrieving this child, especially since she wasn’t overly impressed that we left her to begin with.

I would like to think Duchess is unique in her love, loyalty, and skill, but I know in reality she is only one of so many dogs that have come from 80 years of patient work, research, development and love.  So thanks to all at The Seeing Eye who make such moments possible, and frequent.

Sincerely,

Carrie Scott and Duchess
Seeing Eye Graduates

***
The Seeing Eye Volunteer of the Year 2010

Rudy Dingelstedt: “Made to Help Others”
The concept of service is nothing new to The Seeing Eye’s 2010 Volunteer of the Year Rudy Dingelstedt.  A volunteer for the past five years, Dingelstedt is a retired lieutenant colonel, having served 35 years in the New Jersey National Guard.  He also logged more than 5,000 hours as a volunteer member of the paramedic team for a local hospital.

The award was presented at The Seeing Eye’s annual Volunteer Recognition Awards reception on April 22.

Nominations for Volunteer of the Year are made by Seeing Eye staff with final determination made by department heads.  The organization is fortunate to have about 160 on-campus volunteers, so this annual award carries a great deal of distinction.  Dingelstedt has filled several volunteer roles in his years at The Seeing Eye.
On one extraordinary day each month, dogs are matched with people who have come from all over the United States and Canada to train with their new Seeing Eye dogs.  On the morning of that special day, Dingelstedt helps bathe the dogs so they are at their best for this memorable introduction.  At least once a week, he walks the dogs that are in our adoption program; dogs that either retired or failed to complete training.  He spends time with the dogs in order to keep them socialized and exercised as they await adoption by their new families.  In addition, he drives puppies to places all over New Jersey to meet up with puppy placement staff who will deliver them to volunteer puppy raisers, and he drives sick dogs to Red Bank Veterinary Hospital when they need specialized medical services.
“He truly exemplifies the meaning of service,” said one of the several staff members who submitted Dingelstedt’s name for nomination.  “It seems Rudy is a man who is made to help others.”

Another employee, who schedules volunteer drivers to transport dogs to the veterinary hospital, said, “I want to honor the joyful and enthusiastic spirit that Rudy brings to his volunteer work.  He helps me to appreciate the gift of working for this organization.”
Dingelstedt received his award from Seeing Eye President & CEO Jim Kutsch, Chairman of the Board of Trustees Lewis Chakrin, and Director of Human Resources Randall Ivens.  The Seeing Eye also recognized volunteers for years of service, including one volunteer, David Bailin of Mendham, who has spent 15 years with the organization.  Three others received awards for 10 years, 23 earned awards for five years of service, and another 28 were recognized for completing their first year as volunteers.

The Seeing Eye relies on the hard work and dedication of volunteers who perform a wide range of tasks including clerical work, serving as tour guides, and grocery shopping for in-class students. 

Photo and Caption:  Rudy Dingelstedt stands next to family members who surprised him as he was presented the Volunteer of the Year Award.
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Captions:

Rudy Dingelstedt, with wife Barbara, accepts the Volunteer of the Year Award for 2010.

Meg Berlin, who was the 2007 Volunteer of the Year, greets Stephanie Litwin, who volunteers as a tour guide.

Director of Human Resources Randall Ivens served as master of ceremonies for the evening and spent some time chatting with volunteers Rob Steidlitz (Volunteer of the Year 2004) and Amy Rhinelander.

Volunteer tour guide Hope Hazen and her husband Bruce listened as service awards were presented.

(Photo is of a smiling crowd) The evening provided an opportunity for staff and volunteers to get to know each other better while enjoying a laugh or two.

Kathy Lopes, who volunteers her time to drive the puppy shuttle van, shared a laugh with Lewis and Johanna Ostar.  Both Ostars donate their time to the breeding station, but Lewis also volunteers in the archives, and Johanna is a receptionist and a downtown store/visitor center clerk.

***
Expressions of Joy

A Seeing Eye Graduate Who Paints With Words

Hanging on the wall in the dining room of Ria Meade’s home is a painting.  Contemporary and somewhat impressionist in style, the painting is of sailboats in dark blue waters, their empty masts pointing to an azure sky dotted with clouds; a typical scene in her hometown on Long Island’s North Shore.

Titled “In the Sun,” it was Meade’s last painting, completed in 1977, before she lost her vision.

The young artist, fresh out of college with a degree in painting and drawing, had a few small jobs doing illustrations for an advertising company and for a sign painter.  But as artists typically do, she took a job that would provide medical benefits, working as a typist for a cable TV station in New York City.  Those benefits were particularly important, she knew, because she’d been diagnosed with juvenile diabetes at the age of 10.

In 1982, she says, “I lost my sight and lost my job.”  In February of that year, diabetic retinopathy suddenly destroyed most of her eyesight, then only months later, glaucoma took what little vision remained.  The effects of her diabetes next led to kidney failure, and within a year she was on dialysis.

But Meade’s story is not about adversity or pain.  It is about joy.

An image of Meade’s painting, “In the Sun,” now decorates the cover of a small self-published book of the same name.  And that book opens with a poem, written by Meade, also called “In the Sun.”  She found her artistic voice again, and this time, her mode of expression is poetry.  “I have words now,” the poem explains.  “I am painting again.”

Meade began writing in 2008, a few months after the death of her second Seeing Eye dog, Henry.  Henry was retired when he died, and Meade was working with a new dog, Olympia.  But her grief over Henry’s death consumed her.  “I must have cried every day for four months,” she says.  “I was worried about Olympia because I was so focused on Henry and felt I was shortchanging Olympia.  But I felt I owed it to Henry to write about him so he wouldn’t be forgotten.”

The story she wrote, “Message from Henry,” was told from Henry’s viewpoint, and somehow, in the process of writing, she found the permission she needed to move on.  That experience led her to join a writing group, and soon she found the words pouring out.  “After a while, a poem starting circling around in my head.  When I joined the group, poetry was the farthest thing from my mind.  I didn’t like poetry.  I didn’t understand poetry.”

But she wrote down the poem and read it to her group.  She hasn’t stopped since.

“It feels good,” says Meade.  “It feels like painting felt.  I’m always thinking about it.”

Reading Meade’s poetry, one is struck more than anything by the sense of joy, hope, and confidence that her words convey.  A description of her Sunday morning routine offers just one example:

“I sense company filling spaces everywhere.


Ideas burgeoning, memories whispering,


Souls sighing, chirping, chittering.

Spirits, familiar, reassuring,

take my fears and potential despair,


substituting energy,



optimism,




possibilities.”

And throughout so many of her poems, there are her Seeing Eye dogs.  “These dogs have done much more than just lead me physically; they’ve led me spiritually,” she says.  “I have moments when blindness gets me down, but then I harness up my dog and take off, and my dog pulls me out of it every single time.”

Meade’s early experiences with blindness rehabilitative services did not leave her feeling optimistic about her future independence.  “While I was in rehab, my kidneys failed, and I don’t think anyone there thought I would ever again be able to do things on my own.  One person even said to me that I was just too independent.  But I was determined that I wanted a dog guide.  I applied to three dog guide schools, and The Seeing Eye was the only one that was willing to accept me, despite the fact I was on dialysis.”  

She’ll never forget being at The Seeing Eye in 1985 and experiencing the sensation of walking with her dog, Rusty, for the first time.  “I picked up the harness and we flew down the sidewalk.  Rusty stopped at the curb, and I started to cry.  It had been three years since I’d walked by myself.”

Today, 25 years later, the relationship she has with Spencer is just as magical.  Olympia is now the retiree, and immediately accepted Spencer as a welcome playmate when Meade returned home from The Seeing Eye last September.

Meade is compiling more of her poetry for a second book, her optimism just too expansive to be contained in one volume.  “Having my dogs has never been anything but positive and good,” she says.  “My Seeing Eye dogs have done so much for me in terms of confidence and in reminding me that I can go everywhere I want to go.”  She pauses.  “I actually think I probably have more confidence than I had before I was blind.”

Sounds like a likely subject for yet another poem.

Editor’s Note: Ria Meade is donating all proceeds from the sale of her poetry to The Seeing Eye.  To purchase a copy of Ria Meade’s collection of poetry, “In the Sun,” you can email her at olympia5@verizon.net.  The book is $10.

(Photo of Ria seated on a porch.  Behind her, a fresh white railing separates the porch from a lush green garden.  In her lap are the heads of two Labrador retrievers, one yellow and one black.  The caption reads:  Ria Meade, at home with Olympia and Spencer.)

(the following poem is included as a sidebar to the article.)

Together

There is a stillness within my home.

There are two of us here.


We listen, we sense, we breathe.

My space is in darkness.


We listen, we sense, we breathe.

His self, his furry being, is in light.


We listen, we sense, we breathe.

I reach out my hand to stroke him,

He sees for both of us.

-- Ria Meade

Sidebar:

Circle of Friends

On April 21, Seeing Eye graduate Ria Meade fulfilled a dream she had for many years … to gather her friends and her family to share her enthusiasm for The Seeing Eye mission.  To help her in conveying that message, she hired actor and master storyteller Bill Mooney to portray Morris Frank in Mooney’s one-man play, “With a Dog’s Eyes.”

In the amphitheater of the Port Washington, N.Y., Public Library, Meade told the audience (which also included area supporters of the school) about her experiences in living and traveling with her five Seeing Eye dogs.  Her heartfelt comments with her dog Spencer at her side, followed by Mooney’s humorous yet moving performance combined to create a memorable evening.

“My goal was to increase the awareness of The Seeing Eye in this area, and also to thank the school for what it’s done for me,” says Meade.  “I am so proud to be a Seeing Eye graduate and have so much to be grateful for.  This was my way of giving back.” 

Photos and captions:

Ria Meade greets guests just before the performance of “With a Dog’s Eyes.”

Actor and storyteller Bill Mooney with Seeing Eye graduate Ria Meade and Spencer.

***
Guided by Chance

One Donor’s Unpredictable Journey Reaps Unexpected Blessings

In 1929, the year The Seeing Eye was founded, Elizabeth Ora McGee Bergerson was a young mother, helping her family run a chicken farm in western New York.  Perhaps she read the news accounts of the return of Morris Frank, a young man who wowed the press in New York City after obtaining the first Seeing Eye dog in Switzerland.  Whether or not she read the stories, though, no one will ever know.

But at that moment in time, the mother of four, including 10-year-old Orlando, certainly never would have imagined that someday her name would become a permanent part of Seeing Eye history, as would that of Orlando Bergerson.

The woman who would make that implausible scenario a reality came from circumstances that seem equally unlikely to cause her to cross paths with The Seeing Eye.  Born in 1927 in the Alsace-Lorraine territory of France, this woman, named Rita, had her world turned upside down in her teens as the region was annexed by Nazi Germany.  The territory, along the border of Germany, historically had been a pawn between the neighboring countries, but had reverted to France at the end of World War I.

In 1944, with the Germans back in control, Rita was drafted into the German youth labor corps at the age of 17, and was not allowed to return to her homeland for more than a year.  Initially, she was assigned to farm labor, then sent to Berlin to work as a ticket dispenser for streetcar operations, was eventually captured by the Russians in 1945 and sent home along with French prisoners of war.  By then, her home was destroyed, and her parents were gone and never found.

As difficult as those times were for her, she was grateful that she was never physically mistreated.  “I actually enjoyed the farm work,” she says, and in Berlin, she and her friends took full advantage of the free access to the city’s arts – concerts, libraries, and museums.

Over the decade following the war, she struggled to make her way, living in the town of Metz without family and without proof of her years of education … documents that might have opened doors to higher paying employment.  She was working in a drugstore near an Allied Forces Army base and was accustomed to the Canadian and U.S. military customers who frequented the store.  She remembers one American soldier who came in one day to look at a camera.  Not long after, she says, “I went to the local bus station to meet a friend who worked there.  I waited and waited for her, and she didn’t come.  A man came up to me and said, ‘I think I know you.’”  It was the man to whom she’d demonstrated the camera … Orlando “Lan” Bergerson.

A two-year courtship led to a wedding in 1956.  “We were married in my hometown, in my own church by my pastor and the Army chaplain,” says Rita Bergerson.  “I’m thankful that from that time on, I have had a wonderful life.  Lan was the jewel in the crown.  He was a diplomat … a very quiet man.  He was an introvert and I’m an extrovert.”

Mr. Bergerson served 20 years in the Army then spent his remaining career working for the Air Force as a civilian labor relations officer.  They lived many of those years in central New Jersey, near Fort Dix and McGuire Air Force Base, and close enough to Mr. Bergerson’s hometown that they could drive up to New York to visit family.

“Lan’s mother had been the pillar of the family.  But she died in 1940, so I never had a chance to meet her,” says Mrs. Bergerson.  “But Lan’s siblings still lived in Allegheny County where she was buried, so we always went to New York in May or June for Decoration Day to put flowers on her grave.”

After many years of this ritual, she recalls, they learned that fines would be given to anyone who did not remove fresh flowers once they wilted.  The couple continued to make the annual pilgrimage, visiting the grave and buying flowers, but leaving the flowers with Mr. Bergerson’s sister.  The trips to New York ended in 2002, when the sister died and Mr. Bergerson’s health made the long drive too difficult.

“We talked about what we could do to remember his mother each year, now that we weren’t buying the flowers.  One day I saw an ad in the newspaper for The Seeing Eye.  We just decided that making a gift in her name would be a nice way to remember her.”

Since Mr. Bergerson’s death in 2004, Mrs. Bergerson has deepened her relationship with The Seeing Eye, visiting the Morristown campus and making donations to name three Seeing Eye puppies: Kelly (named after the couple’s beloved Boston terrier), Isis, and Sirius.  (Anyone donating $5,000 or more has the opportunity to name a puppy.)  She also has added The Seeing Eye as a beneficiary of her will.

Last year, her gifts ensured that the family name would be long remembered at The Seeing Eye.  A donation in honor of Orlando Bergerson covered the cost of a gazebo on the main campus, purchased to replace one destroyed in a storm two years ago.  A second gift in the name of his mother, Elizabeth Ora McGee Bergerson, funded a new audio system in the school’s dining area and adjacent rooms, where many special events and meetings are held each year.

Mrs. Bergerson has stayed true to her roots, living a simple life, enjoying her books and her operatic recordings.  From its strife-filled beginnings, she created a life that is peaceful, stable, routine, and filled with the simple beauties of the music from her stereo and the birds and flowers that inhabit her terrace. 
“I came from misery and struggle, but thanks to Lan, I’ve had a fantastic life,” she says.  “God gave that man the ability to manage the finances the way he did so that I can now, at my age, not worry about paying my bills and I can share what I have with others.  I am so overwhelmed and so proud to be able to help The Seeing Eye.” 

(Sidebar:)

To learn more about opportunities for tribute gifts and about including The Seeing Eye in your will, contact the Donor & Public Relations Department at (973) 539-4425 or by emailing donate@seeingeye.org.)

Photos and captions:

Rita and Orlando Bergerson, 1992, during a visit to a public garden.

Vintage photo of Elizabeth Ora Bergerson seated on a lawn with Orlando’s brother, Howard, while a young child.

***
News Highlights
Morris Frank Earns Entry into Hall of Fame

In October, Seeing Eye co-founder Morris Frank will have his likeness added to the Hall of Fame for Leaders and Legends of the Blindness Field, located in Louisville, Ky.

The Hall of Fame, founded in 2001, is housed at the American Printing House for the Blind (APH).  The Hall is dedicated to preserving the tradition of excellence in services provided to people who are blind or visually impaired in North America. The Hall is guided by a nine-member Governing Board.

Morris Frank, along with the founder of the American Foundation for the Blind, M.C. Migel, represent the Class of 2010 and will be inducted during ceremonies on Oct. 15, 2010, in conjunction with APH's Annual Meeting in Louisville.

To date, 44 outstanding professionals have been inducted into the Hall of Fame. 

The announcement from the Hall of Fame provided this description of Frank: “As the first person in North America to use a guide dog, Morris Frank promised to spread the word about the independence and enhanced mobility that could be experienced.  Together with Dorothy Harrison Eustis, Frank founded The Seeing Eye in 1929, basing the organization on the philosophy that limitless possibilities exist within the lives of people who are blind. He was almost single-handedly responsible for the passage of initial legislation relevant to dog guide access in every state and province.”
“It was his leadership and role modeling behavior that founded not only the first dog guide school but the entire industry – an industry that today has over 80 accredited schools around the world,” said Seeing Eye President and CEO Jim Kutsch.
Photo of Morris Frank kneeling next to, and with his arm around, Buddy I.
Westminster Dog Show Honors The Seeing Eye

On Feb. 15, Seeing Eye President & CEO Jim Kutsch, graduates Ginger Kutsch and Josephine DeFini, Director of Instruction & Training Dave Johnson, and Senior Communications Officer Teresa Davenport walked onto the floor of Madison Square Garden as the special guests of the 2010 Westminster Dog Show.

The Westminster Kennel Club selected The Seeing Eye as the recipient of the proceeds from the sale of the official show poster and presented the school the original artwork for the poster.  A check for $10,000 plus the painting were presented by WKC President Peter Von Brunt during the Feb. 15 ceremony.  Immediately afterward, USA Network, the station broadcasting the show, conducted a brief on-air interview with Kutsch.
photo and caption:

Westminster Kennel Club President Peter Van Brunt presented $10,000 and the original poster painting to The Seeing Eye on the floor of the Westminster Dog Show.  With him are Jim Kutsch and Colby, Josephine DeFini and Zion, Ginger Kutsch and Payton, Teresa Davenport, and Dave Johnson.
Bayer Employees Lend a Hand to Clean Seeing Eye Vans

Four Bayer Healthcare employees from the company’s Morristown, N.J., facility spent the morning of April 23 washing and vacuuming eight Seeing Eye vans as part of Bayer Consumer Care’s commitment to give back to the local community.

Given that these particular vans are used to transport dogs or in-class students with their new canine partners, cleaning them is no simple task.  “I think I vacuumed enough dog hair to build a new dog!” exclaimed one of the volunteers.

But their efforts were well rewarded at the end of the morning when the Bayer employees had a chance to meet a few Seeing Eye dogs, including a puppy that enjoyed the chance to be held and hugged by all.

Bayer encourages its employees to do volunteer service at least one week per year.  “The company is committed to giving back to our local community,” said Alexandra Borchard, associate communications manager at Bayer Consumer Care. “Our employees were thrilled to support The Seeing Eye and to meet the wonderful dogs and staff.” 

Photo and caption:

Bayer Consumer Care employees cleaned eight vans during their volunteer project for The Seeing Eye.

Students ‘Get Their Kicks’ Raising Money for TSE  

It’s pretty safe to assume that no one had ever used kickboxing to raise money for The Seeing Eye, but this was only one of several creative events organized in recent months by students from Fairleigh Dickinson University.

The undergraduate students from the Madison, N.J., university, who are all from a “Service Learning Through Management” class, selected The Seeing Eye as the beneficiary of their semester-long project.  The class focuses on using management skills to assist a non-profit organization, and each team must design its own project to raise money and awareness for its selected charity.

At the end of the semester, the students presented a check of $5,000 to The Seeing Eye’s Pennies for Puppies® program.  Their activities included three “Kickboxing for a Cause” events, donating proceeds from kickboxing classes to the fund; participation in an Earth Day celebration during which they distributed literature about The Seeing Eye and collected donations; a raffle for tickets to a professional hockey game; organizing a “tricky tray” and 50/50 raffle; and holding fundraisers at two area restaurants.

Second Annual Online Auction Is Going, Going … Gone!

All it took was a point, click, and bid – 2, 256 of them, to be exact – to raise $101,376 during The Seeing Eye’s second annual online auction.  The auction closed on May 13 after 10 exciting days spent bidding for items that ranged from dog-related gifts and a white water rafting trip to sports memorabilia and sponsoring a litter of Seeing Eye puppies.

The item with the top bid was a repeat from last year’s auction – dinner with film and TV actress Betty White at the famous Craft Restaurant in Los Angeles.  Other highly prized offerings included a cobalt glass vase with an etching of a Seeing Eye puppy, which received the highest number of bids (66) among all 235 auction items.  Receiving the second highest number of bids was a quilted wall hanging handmade by Seeing Eye Area Coordinator Lisa Radcliff that sold for an impressive $1,208.

A total of 306 people placed bids during the auction, and puppy raiser Crystal Mencia earned the award for referring the most people (617) to the auction website.

Once again, the success of this event is entirely due to the generosity of those who donated items, volunteers who solicited the items, the many old and new friends who placed bids, and people who told their friends about the auction.  We especially want to thank the auction sponsors, who donated products and services valued at $1,000 or more each:  Sendero Group, the Westminster Kennel Club, EyeCare 20/20, K-NFB Reading Technology, Moorman’s Galleries, Cougar Town, En-Vision America, Hyatt Regency/Scottsdale, and Cambium Learning Technologies.

Order the Latest in Seeing Eye Merchandise

We’ve added a few new items to our merchandise collection, all of which now are available from our online store.  Shop at www.SeeingEye.org/Store where you’ll find gifts, clothing, books, and greeting cards, all with a Seeing Eye theme.

For the ecology-conscious shopper, we now offer a black tote bag perfect for trips to the food store, farmers’ market, or convenience store.  Made from recycled materials, the bag measures 12.5 inches by 8.5 inches and is 13.5 inches tall.  Artistic renderings of the faces of a golden retriever, black Lab, and German shepherd decorate the front of the bag, alongside the words “The Seeing Eye” that run vertically on the front of the bag.  The bags are $5 each.

Joining the existing collection of silver charms is a new sterling silver golden retriever in harness, perfect for a charm bracelet or necklace or to accessorize a cell phone, zipper, or purse. Standing just under a half-inch tall, the three-dimensional retriever includes a spring clasp for easy attachment.  Each charm is $25.

You’ll be reminded of the unique mission of The Seeing Eye each time you look down and see the teal green and white silicone bracelet on your wrist.  The wristbands are green with white paw prints, the words “The Seeing Eye” and our website address on the outside, while the inside is solid white.  They are sized to fit adults and older children and priced at $2.

Shop at www.SeeingEye.org/Store and check back frequently as additional items are added to our inventory.

Photos of eco-bag, silver charm, and wrist band

Home of Downtown Training Center Continues to Receive Accolades

New Jersey Monthly magazine in March named 14 Maple Avenue, the home of The Seeing Eye Jane H. Booker Student Center, one of the 10 most significant architectural projects of the past decade.

The magazine staff consulted three of New Jersey’s top design professionals to help compile the list.  The building, known only by its street address, 14 Maple Avenue, remains on track to become at least a gold- or possibly platinum-certified LEED building, as determined by the U.S. Green Building Council.  Platinum is the highest, and most difficult to achieve, certification level, and gold is second highest, based on a system of points awarded for environmental impact and degree of innovation.

The Seeing Eye moved its downtown training operations to the building in late 2008.  Some of its LEED-recognized features include a rooftop photovoltaic system that provides almost 25 percent of the building’s power, a living bio-wall of plants that clean the inside air, and a geothermal heating and cooling system.

***
Back Cover:

Photo of two college-age women, smiling and holding a German shepherd puppy.  Behind them is a poster for The Seeing Eye.  Caption reads:  Fairleigh Dickinson University students Megan Koenig and Lisa Bunnell got a “puppy fix” during a recent visit to The Seeing Eye in Morristown.  Story inside.
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