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***
A Seeing Eye Perspective
Dear Friends:

For many of us in the world of non-profit organizations, the end of 2009 could not have come soon enough.  Given the state of the economy, one might think that in such a challenging year, it would be hard to find much of anything to celebrate.  But here at The Seeing Eye, there has been great cause for celebration.  Yes, it was – and continues to be – a difficult environment in which to fundraise.  Our donations were down considerably at the end of our fiscal year on September 30, but thanks to a decades-long commitment to fiduciary responsibility, The Seeing Eye was prepared and weathered the storm.  When you think about it, that alone is cause for celebration.

Added to that source of optimism were a number of events that reconfirmed for us that ours is a mission that resonates with old friends and new.  Throughout our 80th Anniversary year of celebrations, people surprised us with their passion, their commitment, and their dedication.  We saw this time and time again, including during the Reunion, when we were joined by 200 graduates who traveled to our campus despite the recession, followed closely by our first-ever online auction during which friends and complete strangers helped us raise $75,000.  In this issue of the Guide, you’ll read about similarly inspiring events such as a Seeing Eye Friends reception that generated $120,000, and the day that our local U.S. Representative asked all of Congress to express appreciation to our organization.

You’ll also read in the following pages about two municipalities that demonstrated their support by dedicating historic markers at The Seeing Eye’s previous locations, and about several dozen small celebrations held by graduates and puppy raisers across the United States and Canada.  As the year drew to a close, we announced the graduation of the 15,000th Seeing Eye team, pictured on the cover of this issue.  So, 2009 will be remembered here, not so much for its challenges, but for its affirmations.

This past year offers an interesting parallel to 1929, the year Dorothy Harrison Eustis, Morris Frank and a small cadre of instructors and canine specialists founded The Seeing Eye and launched the dog guide movement, built on the energy and passion of those who believed in their mission.  The momentum they created carried them through the stock market crash after being in existence only nine months, and through the ensuing Great Depression.  Thanks to you, our friends and supporters, that momentum persists today, some eight decades later.  In 2010 and beyond, we count on you to continue, and even increase, your support for our important work.

As President and CEO of The Seeing Eye, I am proud of the hard work and commitment of all our employees and volunteers and grateful for the loyalty and generosity of all our supporters.  As a graduate of The Seeing Eye, I am so thankful for the life-changing dog that is always at my side and for those dogs that stood in Colby’s place before him.  This exceptional partnership, and the 15,000 others made possible by so many hands, is what each and every one of our anniversary celebrations was all about.  Although the year is over, the celebrations continue any time someone picks up a harness and gives the command to a Seeing Eye® dog … “Forward!”

***
Letters to The Seeing Eye

(Editor’s Note:  In December, The Seeing Eye sent its graduates a CD that contained audiotaped highlights from the graduate reunion held last August.  We received the following letter in response:)

Dear Seeing Eye:

On a wet, Monday afternoon, under the influence of headphones, my mind and I went back to a warm, hectic, yet joyous weekend in August when Bailey and I ventured forth into history.

It began as a little idea, somewhere, and grew, and grew – something like that famous beanstalk we read about as youngsters.  We were aware of the bad economy, and yet ... we came.  We flocked actually, and gathered to celebrate 80 years of independence provided to us by wonderful dogs, and those who so selflessly gave of their time, talent and money to make such a difference in our lives.

Sometimes, when I read publications put forth by organizations of and for the blind, I read of lawyers, doctors, teachers and educators who’ve gained independence because of their dog guides, but as I listened to the reunion CD, I was impressed over and over again by the regular ordinary folk who came because they loved what The Seeing Eye has done.  They came because of what had blossomed in their lives on the other end of many leashes.

The joy that came over the miles and through the voices of so many really embodies what love is all about.  It is like a candle that will never burn out in my heart.  I could have received no finer gift than to share those precious moments with all of you who were able to attend, and even now share them with those who are bonded together because of our dogs.

When times are tough (and they can be), when we disagree with one another (and we sometimes do), I'll think of the conversations, the laughter, the tears and the heartfelt thanks that happened at this 80th reunion. 
I wonder if heaven might be just a little bit like what we experienced.

Sincerely,
Kae Seth and Bailey
Seeing Eye Graduates

(Editor’s Note:  The following letter and beautiful pencil drawing came from noted artist Hava Hegenbarth, who had a winning bid during our online auction to spend a day with a Seeing Eye instructor:)

Dear Seeing Eye Friends:

Thank you so much for the chance to spend a day with Seeing Eye instructors and dogs.  It was a fun, educational, and wonderful experience of a lifetime!  I shall never forget it and tell anyone who will listen all about it.

I deepened my appreciation for the work that you do so well.  Again, heartfelt thanks and highest regards!

Your friend,

Hava Hegenbarth

(Pencil drawing of adult and puppy German shepherds)

To the Staff of The Seeing Eye:

I am writing to express a huge sense of gratitude for the gift of this beautiful Seeing Eye dog named Anita.  Not only has she given me greater safety as I walk down and cross streets, she has been an absolute joy to have in our home.  I also want to thank all of you so much for treating me so well during our month of training to become a Seeing Eye team.

I learned early on when I got Anita how much pride she takes in doing a great job.  We have had a trip to New York City already, and she was stellar.  She was great getting me across the busy streets of the city when I went from one meeting to another over a five-block distance.  On one occasion, when we walked with my colleague, she kept me from getting hit.  With my colleague walking behind my right shoulder, I gave Anita her forward command to cross Second Avenue.  No sooner had I stepped off the curb, Anita stopped abruptly.  My colleague told me later that it was a car turning in on the street and at a speed that forced the driver to stop very abruptly when they saw us crossing.  She said that she had to just trust we knew what we were doing and didn’t try to grab me or alarm Anita.  I was so proud of Anita’s good work.

I was reminded of the fabulous training Anita and I got from (Instructor) Denise Semchyshyn and all of the support and encouragement we got from all of you.  So, thank you!

Adisa Douglas

Seeing Eye Graduate

***
A History-Making Partnership

The Seeing Eye Announces Its 15,000th Match 

by Michelle McQuigge

Josephine DeFini’s first Seeing Eye dog guided her through the streets of Paris, the halls of her first college campus, and the hospital wards where she honed her skills as a social worker.

Seven more canine companions strode by her side as she wracked up graduate honors, forged a successful career, and traveled the globe from India to Africa.

And on his very first day on the job, DeFini’s 9th dog guide led her straight into the annals of Seeing Eye history.

DeFini and a boisterous black Labrador retriever named Zion became the 15,000th pair to emerge from the Seeing Eye’s training program and embark on a complex and rewarding partnership. News of the landmark match came as a shock to the life-long Manhattan resident, who maintains she is not easily surprised.

“I was astounded. It kind of put my whole life in front of me,” DeFini said. “It strengthens my sense of connection to the school. They’re a true part of my past and present, and they hold a special place for me.”

DeFini’s deep-rooted relationship with The Seeing Eye extends over more than 50 years and contains dozens of happy associations, but began almost under duress. Taking her family’s supportive advice, she went to the school in 1957 as an 18-year-old on the brink of her college days.

DeFini says her parents believed that a dog would maximize both her safety and independence as she traveled on campus. Halla, the German shepherd who became her first guide, was in fact the first service dog to grace the halls of Long Island’s Adelphi University. 

Her parents’ foresight proved accurate, and DeFini lost no time in putting her new partner through her paces. Just a year after leaving The Seeing Eye, Halla accompanied DeFini on an exchange program through Europe, including a solo detour to Paris caused when the dog was turned away from the British border. 

There was no lack of challenges on home soil, either. DeFini and Halla navigated campus corridors and bustling Manhattan streets alike, working all the while to battle negative public perceptions about working animals.

“There was less tolerance in public settings, less appreciation of what a dog could do,” DeFini said, adding that restaurants were particularly closed-minded back then. “I had to be prepared to take a stand or even call in the Department of Health, which I did.”

DeFini also encountered prejudice in the hospitals where she was expected to advance her career as a social worker. Dogs were not permitted in most wards, and she says it took years for administrators to fully accept her canine companions.

DeFini’s career flourished despite these barriers. After completing her master’s degree at New York University and working briefly at a Catholic charity, she embarked on a two-year stint at the Lighthouse International rehabilitation agency for the visually impaired. This was followed by 20 years at Manhattan’s Beth Israel Medical Center, where she worked with drug rehab patients as well as those in the in-patient psychiatric unit.

She was eventually recruited back to the Lighthouse where she served as the director of the mental health center until her retirement in 2008. During that time, DeFini completed her Ph.D. at NYU and found time to travel extensively, often accompanied by her latest Seeing Eye dog.

Zion may have big shoes to fill, but DeFini reports the canine half of the 15,000th team is living up to the challenge with poise and confidence.

His treks through downtown Manhattan are punctuated with frequent trips to the gym, soirees at local restaurants and lively play sessions with his favorite squeak toy. DeFini says Zion is benefiting from the wisdom she’s accumulated over the years and is getting a very different working experience than his predecessors. 

“I’m a much wiser parent,” she said, likening her earlier dog-guide partnerships to a mother learning how to take care of her first child. “When I was a first-time dog user, I was more embarrassed about things, but now I don’t care. I go along the street talking to my dog all the time.”

DeFini says the bonding process remains the hardest part, saying that handlers of every experience level must learn to trust their guides while still remaining in control.

“One of the things that The Seeing Eye taught me is that making a mistake is not the problem; knowing  how to correct it is what’s important,” she said. “The skill is really knowing how to take charge of the situation.”

DeFini’s stellar dog-handling abilities, impressive career and winning personality have made her a source of admiration for Dave Johnson, The Seeing Eye’s Director of Instruction and Training. Her place in Seeing Eye history is only appropriate, he said, adding that she epitomizes the independence and determination The Seeing Eye has always stood for.

“She has such a presence,” Johnson said. “She’s had this list of extraordinary dogs and she’s traveled the world. It’s only fitting that she be the one to fall into that place.”

For her part, DeFini gives credit to the school that made the match possible.

“I’m a product of what The Seeing Eye has done and what they’ve produced,” she said. “They’ve helped mold my sense of independence.”

Photo of Josephine DeFini, kneeling down and holding Zion’s face in her hands.

(Michelle McQuigge is a reporter and editor for the Canadian Press.  She graduated with her third Seeing Eye dog, Reva, in the same September 2009 class with Josephine DeFini and Zion.)
Sidebar:

One Story Among 15,000

In September 2009, as the class of 21 students walked through the front door of The Seeing Eye, led by their newly graduated dog guides, one team carried with it a special significance.  This particular partnership represents the 15,000th time a Seeing Eye dog has been matched with and graduated alongside a person who is blind.  

The team’s accomplishment is special, to be sure, but not at all unique. “Multiply the success of this new partnership by 15,000,” said President & CEO Jim Kutsch, “and you begin to understand the magnitude of the impact made possible by all those who have supported our mission for the past 80 years.  In effect, the 15,000th dog is really no different than number 14,999. Our promise is the same for all of our graduates – to provide ongoing support and commitment to them by providing the best dog guides in the world.”

***
Changing Lives, One Penny at a Time

Almost 20 years ago, employees at the international pharmaceuticals corporation, Merck and Company, started a trend that hundreds of other organizations and individuals have since followed. The simple idea of educating others about The Seeing Eye and encouraging them to offer financial support has built awareness among thousands of people whose contributions now total in the hundreds of thousands of dollars.

As the combined educational/fundraising campaign became formalized as the Pennies for Puppies®/Dollars for Dogs® program, it has become increasingly popular as a way for schools, churches, civic organizations, and businesses to participate in community service, spreading throughout the United States and into areas of Canada.  

The Seeing Eye provides educational materials and, whenever possible, sends speakers to the participating organizations to increase awareness of the capabilities of people who are blind and the benefits they gain by partnering with Seeing Eye dogs.  In one program, children might hold a car wash or organize a “read-a-thon,” while in a more corporate setting, employees might donate a dollar each to wear jeans on a “denim day.”  But whatever the methodology, the result is the same … even the smallest of contributions add up in a way that lives are impacted in a major sense.

While many volunteers assist in making the fundraising events possible, the bulk of the program’s day-to-day tasks over the past four years have been accomplished by one volunteer, Meg Berlin, recipient of last year’s Volunteer of the Year Award.

“The average amount raised is about $600,” said Berlin.  “As important as the fundraising is, the educational component is just as significant. Each program is an opportunity to tell perhaps hundreds of others about the work of The Seeing Eye.”  In the past fiscal year, 107 organizations conducted campaigns (“Pennies for Puppies” being the name usually used by schools or youth organizations and “Dollars for Dogs” by companies or adult-oriented groups).

Any organization raising $5,000 or more gains the opportunity to name a Seeing Eye puppy, just as any other donor at the $5,000 level.

To find out about holding a Pennies for Puppies or Dollars for Dogs event at your school, church, company, or civic organization, please email puppies@seeingeye.org or call (800) 539-4425.

(Photos of a group of children crowded around a golden retriever and of a woman in a classroom, seated beside that same dog.  Caption reads: Pennies for Puppies® volunteer Meg Berlin and other representatives visit schools whenever possible, so participants in the program get a “hands-on” experience with a Seeing Eye dog.)

‘Take Your Child to Work Day’ Becomes a Way to Make a Difference

At the Bridgewater, N.J., office of Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories, executive assistant Lynn Friend volunteered to help organize the pharmaceutical firm’s popular “Take Your Child to Work Day.”

As a member of the organizing committee, Friend suggested that perhaps it would be fun for the employees’ children to make the day about much more than just work.  “Our company, which is based in India, is very involved in all types of worthwhile causes, so I thought it would be appropriate to support that sense of community involvement during this event for the kids.”

The Seeing Eye immediately came to her mind, since she has been a volunteer puppy raiser since 2007. About six weeks ahead of the event, Friend distributed piggy banks for the staff to take home to their children so they could begin to collect pennies well ahead of time.  “I also put a big piggy bank in our staff kitchen,” she said.  “On Take Your Child to Work Day, we had about 26 kids here, and they all brought their piggy banks.  A speaker from The Seeing Eye came with a dog and talked about blindness and about how the dogs help blind people.”

In past years, she said, Take Your Child to Work Day meant finding jugglers or animal experts to keep the children entertained.  “This was a way for them to have fun but also to learn about something really important.  It was a big hit … the kids loved it!”

(Photo of a large jar decorated with a  photo of three puppies and the words “Pennies for Puppies.”)

Pennies for Puppies Creates a School Tradition

For many schools, whether public or private, community service is a significant part of the curriculum, even in the early grades.  Four years ago, parents of 4th graders at St. David’s School in New York City made a service project decision that became a school tradition, almost overnight.

“The class parents were interested in finding a project the boys could really involve themselves in and take the lead,” said Ali Aoyama, currently dean of students who was a 4th-grade teacher at the time at this private boys’ school.  “They didn’t want another project that was simply a matter of saying, ‘Boys, you need to bring in money,’ but rather, one that the boys could own.”

One of the mothers, Connie Hayes, was battling cancer that fall of 2005, and she suggested they create a program to raise money for The Seeing Eye.  Her son, Henry, took the lead, and even though he lost his mom that December, he and the other students only worked harder, making the Pennies for Puppies project a tribute to his mother.

“Each year since, the 4th graders have continued to organize their own Pennies for Puppies projects,” said Aoyama.  Henry is in 8th grade now, and he is one of the ambassadors whom the younger students can depend on for advice in running the program.  The boys brainstorm ways to promote and organize the fundraiser, including decorating collection boxes with Seeing Eye pictures, holding Valentines Day bake sales, creating posters, and making lunchtime announcements.

The educational part of the program lasts throughout the school year, as the boys learn about blindness and about sensitivity toward people with different needs, but the fundraising aspect lasts only one month.  Near the end of the fund drive, Pennies for Puppies volunteer Meg Berlin and Seeing Eye graduate Alexandra Elman have attended a school assembly, and the boys get to see and hear first-hand how Seeing Eye dogs can change lives.  “The boys introduce the speakers and chaperone Alex and Meg for the day,” said Aoyama.  “This has been a great community builder, to see families come together and have everyone rally behind one cause.”

(Photo of nine boys in jackets and ties standing behind a table filled with baked treats. Caption reads: Students at St. David’s School conduct a Valentine’s bake sale to raise money for The Seeing Eye.)

Young Woman Adds Social Service to an Important Rite of Passage

As much as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah is a religious event to mark the end of childhood, this rite of passage is also a chance for many Jewish youth to demonstrate the social responsibility that comes with this next phase of life.

At age 12 for girls and 13 for boys, part of the Mitzvah process is to act on something they feel passionately about.  For more and more youth, that act has been to conduct a Pennies for Puppies or Dollars for Dogs project within their communities.  Two years ago, Montville, N.J., resident Rachel Langer selected The Seeing Eye as her Bat Mitzvah project because of her passion for animals.

“If I could do something to help animals and people at the same time, that would be even better,” she said.

She learned about The Seeing Eye at school, she said, and in preparation for her project, visited the dog guide school during one of the regularly scheduled tours, about 15 miles from her home.  “There was a woman there who came into the room with her dog and talked about how her life was changed.  What stuck with me was how the dogs have such an impact and help people have so much more confidence.”

Rachel asked a Pennies for Puppies volunteer to visit her Hebrew school and the pre-school to talk about dog guides and to kick off the campaign.  Volunteers worked closely with her to provide appropriate literature and to answer all her questions so she would feel comfortable making presentations about The Seeing Eye.

Her mother, Madelyn Langer, cherishes an added bonus of her daughter’s visit to The Seeing Eye.  “She took her grandfather with her, and the bond they built was so nice to see,” she said.  “We are very proud of Rachel.  We could not be more impressed with her determination and success, and we appreciate The Seeing Eye allowing Rachel to participate in its cause.”

(Photo of Rachel Langer kneeling beside a young yellow Lab.)

For Merck Employees, the Giving Continues

Visit the Merck office in Rahway, N.J., and you will find the usual accessories on the desks of most employees: staplers, tape dispensers, pencil cups … paper bags?

That’s right; paper bags.  And when one of those paper bags gets filled with loose change, it will be replaced with an empty one.  This year, for the 20th time, the Merck employees in the Rahway and Westpoint, Pa., offices, as well as the world headquarters located in Whitehouse Station, N.J., will donate their spare change to The Seeing Eye as the very first and longest-continuing participant in the Pennies for Puppies program.

It all started with one employee, recalled Merck’s Manager of Communications and Community Relations Gail Driscoll.  “He was interested in The Seeing Eye and worked with them to come up with this campaign.  It truly started out grassroots, and we’ve just always continued it.”

Last fiscal year, the employees collected $4,396, all by keeping the tall, narrow bags on their desks and at key locations throughout the complex.  Many employees take the bags home and empty the change from their pockets into the bags each night.

At Merck, the employee who kicked off the idea has since retired and the work falls to a small committee that makes sure to share announcements about the program’s progress as well as information about the puppies that have been sponsored through their donations.

“It’s all a reflection of our corporate commitment to promote volunteerism,” said Driscoll.  “It’s a connection outside of our Merck world to those in need, and a connection that’s very much resonated with our employees.  We all see how – even by just doing a little bit at a time – we’re able to make a difference in someone’s life”

***
A Year of Celebrations

Grads & Puppy Raisers Spread the Anniversary Spirit

When Seeing Eye graduate Irma Smalley Herzog turned 80 last spring, she celebrated the milestone with more than 40 family members and friends at a restaurant near her Rochester, N.Y., home.  But Herzog made sure she and her dog Herbie were not the only focus of the party, as she saw to it that another 80-year-old shared the spotlight.

In the months leading up to the event, Herzog asked her family to make it a party for The Seeing Eye, as well.  As a result, other local dog guide users were present, and party favors and thank you cards were in Braille in addition to print. “Seeing Eye … you’re only two months older than I am!” she announced, as she thanked all her guests for their best wishes.  

Across the United States and Canada, similar local get-togethers took place all year long, as graduates and puppy raisers found opportunities to salute the 80th Anniversary of The Seeing Eye.

During a year when good news was in short supply, it was heartwarming to hear about the many ways The Seeing Eye’s friends found to celebrate the school’s eight decades of helping people who are blind change their lives.

Graduate Debbie Phillips, with her current dog Lamar, is known throughout her Colville, Wash., neighborhood for her beautiful singing voice, so when she was asked to sing at the annual block party, she took the opportunity to unveil an anniversary cake and tell the crowd about The Seeing Eye.  She topped it all off by singing “Wind Beneath My Wings,” dedicating her performance to the instructors and others who made it possible for her to spend the past 28 years being guided by Seeing Eye dogs.

The Ocean County, N.J., puppy raising club and local Seeing Eye graduate Mike Moran, with his dog Kurt, attended a Brick Township council meeting, where the township entered a resolution wishing the school “a wonderful anniversary year and continued success in their mission.”  Moran and the puppy raisers received a town proclamation declaring March 18, 2009, as “The Seeing Eye Day.” 

Nova Scotia graduate Meredith Ripley-Brown mentioned to her Halifax church that she wanted to hold a celebration for local graduates and wondered if she could use the fellowship hall.  Not only did St. Margaret’s of Scotland Church donate the space, but on Sept. 26, the women’s auxiliary cooked and served the entire meal.  Other church members donated a cake and door prizes and provided a barbershop quartet to entertain the 14 graduates and their guests.  “It was a wonderful opportunity for graduates to meet, share stories, and renew friendships,” said Ripley-Brown, who is with her fifth Seeing Eye dog, Piper.

The 500 attendees of a June country fair in Roseland, N.J., happily joined the celebration as they munched on cookies provided by the Essex County puppy club members and viewed a display detailing the history of The Seeing Eye.  During the regular club meeting one month earlier, 85 members of the club enjoyed anniversary decorations and a cake as they listened to a presentation by guest of honor and Seeing Eye graduate Sioban Leahy with her dog Missy. 

While many graduates told us they quietly recognized the 80th Anniversary with special gifts for their own dogs’ birthdays, at the other end of the spectrum was a get-together organized for everyone in New England who has a Seeing Eye dog.  Several dozen of the 200 invitees gathered for a luncheon at a Boston restaurant with presentations by Seeing Eye Trustee and graduate Chris Kauders with his dog Theo, and by Dr. Michael Pveletic who is director of surgery at the MSPCA Angell Memorial Medical Center in Boston.  Veterinarian Recognition Awards from The Seeing Eye were presented to Dr. Pveletic and one other Boston-area veterinarian, Dr. Thomas Cusick, for the care they have given to local Seeing Eye dogs.

We thank everyone who participated in these and other celebrations listed on these pages, and all those who marked the Anniversary more privately.  Large or small, formal or informal, each event added up to make 2009 an unforgettable year in the history of The Seeing Eye.

(Photos of Irma Herzog and Herbie; graduates in the Ottawa area; and puppy raisers from Monmouth County, N.J., visiting a minor league baseball game.)

Partying from Coast to Coast

National

Niagara Falls, N.Y.  Carol Fleischman and her Lab Nadine visited Colonial Village School to talk to students about The Seeing Eye’s history and its role in her life.
Juniata County, Pa. The County Commissioners proclaimed June 22-29 as The Seeing Eye’s 80th Anniversary Week.  Several members of the Juniata County puppy club along with four Seeing Eye puppies attended the Commission meeting as they also earned recognition for the club’s 20th anniversary.

Alexandria, Va. Graduate Kathy Gallagher and her dog Victor held a celebration at the headquarters of National Industries for the Blind with cake for all employees.

Horsham, Pa. Puppy raiser Bill McCambley wrote a poem called “Intelligent Disobedience” in honor of the 80th Anniversary and in tribute to Jayzee, the first dog his family raised for The Seeing Eye.  
Denver, Colo. Graduates Bill and Lenora Acker, Brenda Carney, and Jordan Walters joined President & CEO Jim Kutsch at a local restaurant on December 7 to toast The Seeing Eye. 
Newark, Del. Guiding Paws of Delaware puppy club attended “Ag Day” at the University of Delaware on April 25, displaying a large sign recognizing the anniversary year.

Albany, Ga. Graduate Bianca Stacy, with her dog Alanna held a celebration in a local restaurant with her family and friends.  The next day, she participated in a disability awareness fair, handing out materials about The Seeing Eye.

Muncie, Ind. Seeing Eye graduates Dena Polston, Joe Hodge and Carlos Taylor visited Kennedy Branch Library on March 14 to share information about Seeing Eye dogs.
Canada

Ottawa, Canada. On June 25, a group of graduates from the Ottawa-Montreal area met at a local bistro to exchange stories about their class experiences, to toast their school, and to salute the people who have adopted retired Seeing Eye dogs.

Toronto, Ontario. A dozen Seeing Eye graduates joined President & CEO Jim Kutsch and his wife Ginger, plus their dogs Colby and Payton, for pizza and burgers at a Toronto restaurant.  
New Jersey

Middlesex County, N.J. The Puppy PALS club held a birthday party for the school at its annual picnic, inviting all past members to join them. In August, the puppy raisers decorated their booth at the county fair with birthday décor and photos of past and current pups being raised by members.

Bridgewater, N.J. The Somerset County K-9 Leaders Puppy Club began its celebration by volunteering to clean up a local public park.  That evening the members gathered for a “lock-in” sleepover, highlighted by pizza, cake, and a slideshow of old club photos.
Ocean County, N.J. The Puppy Power Club hosted an anniversary pizza party during its regular May meeting of puppy raisers.
Succasunna, N.J. About 80 puppy raisers from the Puppy Tails of Morris County held a lakeside party on June 16, complete with face painting, a balloon artist, and scavenger hunt. The club collected food items to donate to a local food pantry.
Lakewood, N.J. Puppy raisers and their pups attended a Blue Claws minor league baseball game.  The stadium lit up the scoreboard with the message, “Happy 80th Birthday Seeing Eye.”
Pompton Lakes, N.J. On Sept. 8, the Passaic County puppy club celebrated the anniversary with the pastor and congregation of the club’s host church. The church has opened its doors for the puppy raisers to hold meetings every other week for more than five years.  The club members showed their appreciation to the church by re-stocking its depleted food pantry with donated items.
Trenton, N.J. On Saturday, June 6, following a meeting and luncheon at the New Jersey State Library Talking Book and Braille Center, the Garden State Guide Dog Users association provided a celebratory cake.  Seeing Eye graduates in attendance were Ottilie Lucas and Robert Rindt, who are currently in between dogs, and Lauren Casey and Esme, Sue Tillett and Wonder, and Jean Canella and Imon.
Bergen County, N.J. During the Caring Eyes Seeing Eye Puppy Club’s regular September 16 meeting, all members wore anniversary T-shirts and marked the occasion with a cake.  Club members donated food, toys, blankets, towels, and other items to a local animal shelter, and gave a book about The Seeing Eye to the library of the middle school where they hold their club meetings.  Finally, a monetary donation was sent to the organization in honor of its anniversary.
Tinton Falls, N.J. – Red Bank Veterinary Hospital invited the public to hear a presentation by The Seeing Eye’s Director of Canine Medicine Dolores Holle, V.M.D., and Outreach Specialist Ray Kornman.  The hospital surprised the presenters with an anniversary cake.
(Photo of an intricately carved watermelon depicting The Seeing Eye’s 80th Anniversary logo.  Caption reads: A Morris County, N.J., puppy raiser saluted the organization’s anniversary in watermelon art.  Other photos and captions:
Cake decorators across the continent tried their hands at replicating The Seeing Eye logo, as evidenced in this confectionery masterpiece commissioned by the Passaic County, N.J., puppy raising club.
Graduates and their dogs from all over New England met in Boston for dinner and a special awards presentation.

Puppy raisers and their pups from the Passaic County, N.J., club commemorated the anniversary by re-stocking the food pantry at the church that regularly hosts their meetings.

German shepherds, golden retrievers, and Labrador retrievers were represented in the artful cupcakes served by the Morris County puppy club.
***
News Highlights

Seeing Eye Grad Wins President’s Award from Hadley School

On October 8, Urban Miyares, a blinded Vietnam veteran and founder of the Disabled Businesspersons Association (DBA), received The Hadley School for the Blind’s 2009 President’s Award for his service to the blindness community.

Since 1985, Miyares has devoted much of his time and energy to helping people with disabilities maximize their potential in the business world.  The DBA, an international non-profit organization, has served more than 24,000 people with disabilities, helping them develop and implement successful business practices.  Miyares also provides business information, assistance, educational programs and self-employment networking opportunities to the disabled, professionals in vocational rehabilitation, and to disabled veterans through his involvement as director of the National Disabled Veterans Business Center, a program of the DBA.

“Urban is a beacon in the blindness community, helping people who are blind toward success,” said Charles Young, president of Hadley. “The employment rate amongst people with visual impairments is dismal, and Urban’s example and assistance are invaluable.”

Miyares, who lives in San Diego, has worked with Seeing Eye dogs since 1992.  Widely known for his sailing expertise, he co-founded Challenged America, a therapeutic program that teaches people with disabilities to sail. 

The Hadley School for the Blind is an international distance education school offering programs to people who are blind or visually impaired, their families and professionals working in the blindness field.  Each year, more than 10,000 students in 100 countries take courses from Hadley.

Very Best of Friends

Puppy kisses were in great demand on Nov. 14, as guests of Seeing Eye volunteers Patti Aresty and Debbie Rovner, along with their husbands David Aresty and Scott Rovner, happily paid $100 for the enthusiastic licks from Seeing Eye puppies Timber, Sabrina, and Van Gogh.

Patti and Debbie, who both volunteer in the breeding station and lent their expertise and time to last summer’s online auction, brainstormed the idea for this local Seeing Eye friends event, during which guests bid on live auction items.  Up for bid were items such as “covering the cost of a Seeing Eye van,” “sponsoring a year’s maintenance of the Morris Frank Park,” and other budgeted essentials, in addition to the puppy kisses.

Harry Simon, a puppy raiser and owner of the Simon Gallery of contemporary art in Morristown, N.J., presided over the live auction.  Additional funds were raised through a silent auction and through direct donations from guests, who were enthralled both by a presentation by graduate Cliff Aaron with his dog Alto and by a training demonstration by Senior Manager of Apprentice Training Lea Johnson.  In all, the event raised about $120,000.

Photos and captions: Hosts David and Patti Aresty, with their daughter Rachel, take a moment to greet one of the Seeing Eye puppies on hand for the event.

Fred and Walker Kirby are greeted by Ginger Kutsch, a Seeing Eye graduate and wife of President & CEO Jim Kutsch.
Hostess Debbie Rovner with Rachel Aresty, Donna Solomon and Connie Berger.
Puppy raiser Harry Simon, in background, served as the evenings auctioneer as guest Lynn Porfido showed off one of the puppies available for $100 kisses.

Joan Markey Becomes First ‘Master Instructor’

Instructor Joan Markey recently became the first person to earn the “Master Instructor” title at The Seeing Eye.  Last year, the organization’s administration announced the creation of this position as a way to recognize those who exemplify the most valued qualities of a Seeing Eye instructor.

In addition to being someone with years of experience, “a master instructor is a mentor, coach and technical advisor,” explained Dave Johnson, director of Instruction and Training.  “Joan is someone who can represent the organization in front of professionals, proactively consult with industry peers, and serve as a role model for other employees.”

(Photo and caption:  Joan Markey is congratulated by her supervisor, Training Manager Doug Bohl.)

Westminster Dog Show to Feature The Seeing Eye

The Westminster Kennel Club’s 134th Annual Dog Show has selected The Seeing Eye as its 2010 philanthropic partner.  The Club will produce a video about The Seeing Eye that will air during one of the two days the event is televised, Feb. 15 and 16.

Proceeds from the sale of the show’s commemorative poster will be donated to our organization, and Seeing Eye employees will help sell the posters at Madison Square Garden during the show.  The poster, by artist Trish Biddle, will sell for $35 at the show but is available online for $45 (www.westminsterkennelclub.org).  The 28-in. x 24-in. poster is an art deco style design featuring several dogs, including last year’s Best in Show reigning champion, Stump.
(Photo of the 2010 Westminster Dog Show poster.)
The Art of Giving

The owners of the Simon Gallery in Morristown, Harry and Mary Ellen Simon, have long been fans of one of their town’s most famous residents … The Seeing Eye.  In fact, they have raised six puppies for the school.

New York City resident Lloyd Burlingame happens also to be a fan of The Seeing Eye, having spent time at the Morristown campus on two different occasions, to receive and be trained with his own Seeing Eye dogs.

January 7-9, the Simons and Burlingame (along with his Seeing Eye dog Kemp) joined forces to stage a special exhibit with all proceeds going to The Seeing Eye.  In addition, the Gallery is donating 10 percent of all art sales through the end of January.

Burlingame was a highly successful set and costume designer for Broadway productions when he learned he was going blind.  While he still had enough vision to see large shapes and colors, he was visiting a museum that was exhibiting a collection of quilted art.  It occurred to Burlingame that this particular art form especially resonated with him.  And in his usual optimistic and humorous way, he said, “I decided I better make hay while the sun shines” and began to create his own fabric art pieces.  “The tactile element came into play and I toyed with the idea of contrasts – like how fabric that's shiny and slippery is different from what's rough and scratchy.”

Lloyd's art became, for him, a symbol of all the opposites contained within each of us:  good and evil, strong and weak, quiet and loud, for example.  He expanded his art into highly abstract paintings, but by 1990 had lost too much vision to continue as an artist.  His works were exhibited in a one-man show in Connecticut called "Once More With Feeling: Please Touch the Art" and in several galleries, but then were packed away.

In 1998, Lloyd arrived at The Seeing Eye for his first dog guide, Hickory. “When I picked up Hickory's harness the first time, my life went from black and white to technicolor again,” he says.  “The Seeing Eye has absolutely changed my life.”

Today, Lloyd is matched with his second dog, named Kemp.  The impact his Seeing Eye dogs have made is so substantial that he has designated the organization as a future beneficiary of his estate.  “I really wanted to do something else to benefit The Seeing Eye that would be more immediate,” he explains, but as a retiree on a fixed income, resources are somewhat limited.

“Then I remembered the artwork!” he says.  “It had been lying fallow all this time, so I decided to donate several pieces to The Seeing Eye.  What The Seeing Eye gives those of us who are visually challenged is an act of grace beyond measure.”
(Photo of Lloyd Burlingame speaking to one of the many guests with two large fabric works of art in the background.  Caption reads: Lloyd Burlingame with Kemp at the Simon Gallery.)
Blind Teens Get a Taste of Independence, Made Possible by Generous Sponsorships

In October, six teens with varying degrees of visual impairments visited The Seeing Eye and got their first experience traveling with dog guides through the streets of Morristown, N.J.  This particular session of The Seeing Eye Seminar for Youth was made possible by CVS Caremark Charitable Trust.  The program takes place several times each year, thanks to funding from foundations and corporations.
(Photo and caption: Participants in a recent Seminar for Youth pose with the sculpture of Morris Frank and Buddy in downtown Morristown, along with Outreach Specialist Ray Kornman and Mojo.)
Kutsch Receives Achievement Award for Professional Contributions

Jim Kutsch, president and CEO of The Seeing Eye, Inc., received the 2009 Harold Scharper Achievement Award from the Division of Disability Resources and Educational Services (DRES) at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  He was recognized for outstanding professional contributions to the blind community.  The award was announced October 9, 2009, during ceremonies at the University.

Kutsch completed a doctoral degree at the University of Illinois in 1976.  A fervent believer in building his own tools, his dissertation research resulted in the first talking computer for blind computer users.  He published his research and presented his results in many venues after joining the computer science faculty at West Virginia University, laying the foundation for what has become a large access technology industry.  Later, he entered the corporate world, working to enhance access to technology for people both sighted and visually impaired.

“Jim Kutsch continues an Illinois tradition of advancing opportunities for individuals with disabilities,” said College of Applied Health Sciences Dean Tanya Gallagher.  “His life demonstrates how the efforts of one individual can have such a lasting, positive impact on others.”
(Photo of Jim Kutsch receiving the achievement award from the University of Illinois.)

Marking the Spot

During this anniversary year, The Seeing Eye received approval for installation of historic markers at both of its previous locations, in Whippany, N.J., and in Nashville, Tenn.

After more than a year spent on approvals and production, both markers were dedicated within a week of each other during the month of October.  On the October 22, the Whippany marker was unveiled during ceremonies at the regular meeting of the Hanover Township governing committee.  The unveiling ceremony took place at the municipal building rather than on-site, due to heavy traffic and lack of sidewalks, and the marker was installed soon afterward.

The Seeing Eye was located in Whippany (which is a part of Hanover Township) from 1931 to 1965.
Representatives of The Seeing Eye (including President & CEO Jim Kutsch), Nashville-area graduates, members of co-founder Morris Frank’s extended family, and local dignitaries attended the unveiling of the Nashville marker on October 29. The Nashville marker was issued by the Metropolitan Historical Commission of Nashville and Davidson County.  It will be installed outside the original offices of The Seeing Eye, established in 1929 and located on the block bordered by Union Street and 3rd Avenue.
Photos and Captions:

Morris Frank’s remaining family members in Nashville – children and grandchildren of Frank’s cousins – attended the unveiling of a marker to designate The Seeing Eye’s original location.

Officials from the town committee, the historic commission and The Seeing Eye were present for the unveiling of the Whippany marker.

The New Jersey marker commemorates The Seeing Eye’s second home in Whippany, N.J.

U.S. Congress Honors The Seeing Eye

On Nov. 17, U.S. Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen stood before Congress to enter a proclamation of appreciation to The Seeing Eye into the Congressional Record. Rep. Frelinghuysen is the Congressional representative of the district that includes Morristown, N.J.  His kind remarks reflected his history of support for our organization, including attending the dedication of the Morris Frank Park and sculpture in 2005.

“Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the very dedicated employees, volunteers, and graduates of The Seeing Eye in Morristown, New Jersey, on their 80 years of service,” began Rep. Frelinghuysen.  “Dorothy Harrison Eustis and Morris Frank had a dream to make the world completely accessible to the blind and visually impaired, and in 1929, The Seeing Eye was established to make their dream a reality.”

He went on to describe the accomplishments of The Seeing Eye and its graduates and ended by urging his colleagues to join with him in “congratulating all of those involved with The Seeing Eye on its 80th Anniversary.”

To read the entire Congressional Proclamation, please go to www.seeingeye.org/news and click on the News link.

‘Little House on the Prairie’ Partnership Progresses

Over the past few months, The Seeing Eye has benefited from a number of appearances in television, print and radio media thanks to its partnership with Little House on the Prairie: The Musical.

The tour continues through June, so if you get a chance to see this fun, family-oriented show, you are sure to enjoy the toe-tapping music and talented singing performances.  The remaining schedule follows:

Jan. 26-Feb. 28: Toronto, Ontario, The Canon

March 2-7: Tampa, Fla., Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center

March 9-14: Naples, Fla., The Philharmonic

March 16-21: Raleigh, N.C., BTI Center

March 23-28: Appleton, Wisc., Fox Twin Center

April 6-11: Spokane, Wash., INB Performing Arts Center

April 13-25: Sacramento, Calif., Community Center Theatre

April 27-May 9: Houston, Texas, Hobby Center

May 11-23: Dallas, Texas, Music Hall at Fair Park

June 1-6: Sioux Falls, S.D., Washington Pavilion

June 8-13: Ft. Worth, Texas, Bass Hall

June 16-20: Atlanta, Ga., The Fox

June 22-27: Kansas City, Mo., Starlight

***
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